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KEY TO CYPHER OF NOTABILITIES. 

Hr. X. — latTATiBD. BoBsiMi Ambuudor at ConBtaiitiDOpl«. 

Mr. T. — Mr. Notixow. BaaaUn Ambuaador §.t Tienna. 

Mr. Z. — Mb. SiRiHavKOO. Director of the Asiatio Department of 

the Imperial Ofaanoai; at St. Petersbnrg. 
Mgr. *. — Tbb Orans Duke Nicholas. 
Mgr. * *.— Thb Orahd Dvbb Oohst&ntikr. 
Mgr. * * *. — The Gzarrwitch. 
Mgr. * * * *. — llioHoLAS. Friaee of Montenegro. 
Mgr, • * • • *. — ZsKUh Pasha. Vioe-Roy of Egypt. 

CHAPTER I. 

Tarshanei^The Admiralty at Oonstantinople where the Conferenoa 

held its Official Keetihga from the 2ard Dec, 

1876, to the SOth Jan., 1877. 

CHAPTER HI. 

Iietter No. 1. — ^Yohine. Russian Consal at Bagoaa. 

Pbtbowioh— Bojo Fatrovioh. President of the Mon- 
tenegrin Senate. 
Ehaul Bet. Ottoman Ambassador at Vienna. 
Sason Statesuan. M. de Beast. 
MouBTAFA Fazyl. Brother of the Vioeroy of Egypt, 
who afterwards became Ehalil Bey's Father-in- 
Uw. 
Ali Pasra; Grand Tiziei dming the reign of Abdol 

Letter Ho. 2,— Ehalil Chebd'. The same as Khalil Bey, 

Patrtabche Ctbuxe, The Greek Fatriuoh of 

Jerosalam, 

C The same. 

Odb FaiBMn A. Abram Faeha, the Vioeroy of 

Kgypt's Agent at Oonatantinople. 
The Qoon V.S. Valide Snltana, Abdul Aziz's 

Motiier. 
MiLET Bachi. The Chief of an EoolealaafiDal oom- 

mnuity (non-Htumlman.) 
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Letter No S. — Oub uttlb Fabis xxquisite. The lame as Ehalil 

Bey. 

MiDBAT. liidbal Paslu, late Gnwd Vizier. 

Khalil. The same as Ehalil Bey, then Minister for 
Foreign AfEairfl at Constantinople. He was bom. 
in Sgypt. 

Miu Chbistigh. Agent of the Servian Frinoipality 
at Constantinople. 

O • • u. Mr. OnoQ, first Interpreter of the Embassy 
of Bnssia at Constantinople. * 

FsiNOB Nicholas. Prinee of Montenegro. 

Cbsykbt. Chevket Pasha, who took part -in the 
Bulgarian Massaeres. 

Mb. H • • • . 

Letter No 4. — Mehemst Buchi Pagba. Grand Vizier of Abdal 

. Aziz. 

Sadbazam. a Turkish word signifying Grand Vizier* - 

Baibah. The feast of the Bairam. 

Mob. Akthihe. The (Ecnmenical Greek Patriarch of 
Constantinople. 

Letter No. 4. — ^That very perspicacious Tnrco-Egyptian Diplomatiat 

^Khalil Bey. 

P. . . . PetroTitch. 

0* • • • BogOTinkof. 

Y. . • . YosfoTitch. 

S.M. • . . His Majesty the Saltan, Abdol Aziz. 

Cor M. • • • Machnin. 

Letter No. 5.— Neolooos and Phabe du Bosphobe. Two news* 

papers published at Constantinople. 

The old and faithful Fbiend of the most 

ESTIMABLE MoTHEB OF MaDAME NoyIKVIO 

" Gu^lindgikdgi Meriem Eadin,** an Armenian 
Woman who cures diseases special to the climate 
- of Constantinople. 

Madame I. . . • u. Iguatieu, wife of General 
Ignatieu. 

Letter No. 6.— TizABOBAD. The City of the Czars— that is. Con* 

istantioople^ 

Mahmovd Pasha, ^abmoud Nedim Pasha, late- 
Grand Vizier. 

> r 

Mahmoud. The same as Mahmond Nedim Pasha. 
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7, — TfHAi.ir. FAaBA. The same as Ehalil Bey. 
Aali. The late AaU Pasha, Grand Vizier. 
Ebteeknb Father KHALn.. The aams as Khalil 

Bey — ironically. 
Ths I2ABKED Toroo-Egiptiam. Ditto, ditto, ditto. 
Ub. G. . . . (or Q. . . . Effehdi, acoobd- 

ma TO Official Lanouabe). Gavril, an 

employt' of tlie Porte. 
L. and J. Leonitif and Jaoo Bogeski. 
Clbo. a newspaper pribliahed at Trieste. 
10. TonNO Aide -Di:- Camp, whom Fuad Pasha took 

wiTH HIM TO Sybu ih 18G0. Easad Pasha, 

called to the post cf Grand Vizier. 
Peince Youssolt. YouBsonf-Izzetdin, eldest son of 

Abdnl Aziz. 

CHAPTER V. 

14. Prince Mo,an. Prince of Servia. 

15. C . . . Carabirovitcb. 

16. Pbimcs Kb . . . KhiUcofT. 
V . . . . VueoIaTiteh. 

17. To-DAV I 8KSD oua J . . 
19. The Belobadf. Coumittbe, 

TO T . , . P . . . Tcholks Petrovitch. 
B . ■ B . . . Bogomil Bagorfi. 
T . . . P . . . Toholko Petrovilob, will 

go on board at Bastchnk, aooompauied by Jovau 

Bilagonof and Bogow Drandar. 
BiLvooNoF WILL STOP, 4o. . . . where he will 

be rejoined by onr Compatriot Drandar. 




Jeraaovitob. 



Letter No. 20. J . . . Jet 



M . . . Matge. 

They abe sent by B . . . F . . . Bajo FctrOTitoh, 
President of tbe Montenegro Senate. 
.. I APPLIED TO oua FBiEND T . . . Tokorafs. 
I HATE RECBiuED A LETTER FROM Y . . . Yapochanin. 
The same obstacles which fobueblv so iHm&Eiv 



3. The fboclauation of V . . . TacolaTitoh. 
Cub FBIEND J . , . Joro. 
Wns A lkttkb 10 B , . . Serokojos. 



CYPHEEED KEY. 



If the reader lias been pleased to honour inth any degree 
of his attention our preceding publications he will be aware that 
we have a delicacy with regard to the use of proper names. 

We feel this delicacy even with respect to those collective 
beings which are called Powers— States. It will be understood 
that we respect the sentiment all the more when persons are in 
question. 

We would not, however, inflict upon the reader the task 
which we ourselves have had to undertake, of guessing at the 
Cyphers of Departments, Embassies, Consulates, and Secret 
Societies. Not to associate him, therefore, with our labours 
beyond a reasonable degree, we have limited ourselves to com- 
posing for his use the following cyphered key : 

Mr. X ... is a high personage residing at Constantinople. 

Mr. Y . . . is his colleague residing at Vienna. 

Mr. Z . • - is the chief of the Asiatic Department of s 
great European Power. 

Monseigneur "^ is an august personage. 

Monseigneur ^ ^, a near relative of the preceding, is an 
august personage of the same rank. 

Monseigneur * * **, a personage yet more august, is the 
heir apparent of a great empire. 

Monseigneur .^ * "^^ * is a personage wh3 cannot be called 
august, but who reigns over a people of 120,000 souls. 

Monseigneur **♦--*, another personage by no meana 
august, governs a country over which he has more than once 
attempted to reign. 

As regards the actors of minor importance whom this pub- 
lication will introduce to the stage, their names will be simply 
represented by dotted lines. The part which they play is alone 
of value to our theme. 

The reader will pardon us for imposing on him this slight 
trouble. It was indispensable to adopt some such method. 

We treat of a subject which, in a certain point of view, is 
a lofty one ; it presents however details which call for severe 
comment. But we shall be careful never to allow the severities 
of our pen to be confounded with personalitm. 



PEBFACE. 



" Les Bebponsabiutes," of which the following pages are a traiiBla- 
tioQ, appeared in Coastantinopla only just before the diplomatic 
«xodna whioh enijaed npon tite fiasco of the Coaferaaae. Had the 
work been published earlier, Mr. Gladstone's piona aspiration that 
Bagland should " emulate the good deeds of Bussia" might probably 
never have been uttered, or, if uttered, would have failed to arouse 
the enthnsiasm whioh responded to it. Moreover, oertaiu plenipo- 
tentiaries at the Conference might have cut better figures and served 
better ends, had tlie knowledge against which they fortified them- 
selves been forced upon them by a timely disclosure of these secret 
workings of the policy which they supported with almost offensive 
-ostentation. 

To the delicacy or timidity of the Porte is due the long delay 
-of this discloenre. The eiistenae of the documents which compoi^o 
it Las been known to the Porte for the last two or three yeara, but 
the holders of the prize were unable to obtain permission to give 
them pubUcity. There was always the fear of envenoming tho 
diplomatic relations between tiio Porte and St. Fetersbarg, and so the 
Turk hid the fox in Lis bosom and saffered his vitals to be gnaived 
away rather than commit a diplomatic maladreise. 

The interest of the book as a piece of political soaadal was to 
-some extent forestalled in Constantinople by the fact that several of 
the mines of General Igoatieff — the Mr. X of these pages — had 
been sprung before the work appeared. Close bystanders had thus 
been able to recognise the engineer in the style of hie work, and 
many a buried fact cast npon the sniface by snocessive explosions 
had already taught them how dark and strange was the fashion of 
his borrowings. 

But, just in proportion as its sensational colour faded, so iIr 
historical and dramatic interest grew moro hotly vivid from this 
very cause ; for men who had seen a part wanted to know the whole, 
and craved to unravel all tho mysteries of the plot of whicli they 
had witnessed (he bloody denouemettt. 

The pnges of " Les Besponsabilitis " did not, it is true, exhaust 
the subject; but they pioced together the fragments of knowledge 
already acquired ; linked in a connected talo the Ecatterod phenomena 
whioh had been the signs of their times in Constantinople, Jerusalem, 
Antiocb, Mount Athos and other fields in which Huasia labours; 
threw a distinct light upon tho origin of the insarreclicn in Bosnia 
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and Herzegovina ; and exposed the oomplex dealings by whioh the 
unfortunate Bolgarians were involved in a revolt with which they 
had no real sympathy. They revealed, moreover, the real feebleness 
of the hold of the Panslavio idea upon the Bouth-Slavio pecples, 

' showing the idea to be kept alive in that ungenial soil only by the 

golden stream with which Bussia assiduously waters it. 

But, satisfactory as all this was to the student of current history, 
to the politician it yielded only regret that the disclosure should have 
come too late to exercise any influence upon the forces which were 
shaping events. Thus, the author's flattering proposal that I should 
undertake to prepare an English version of his work did not meet 
with immediate acquiescence, because I failed to see what practical 
good it could do at so late an hour, and when the popnlar interest in 
England on Eastern afEairs seemed to be fast cooling down. 

While thus hesitating, the telegraph brought the news that the 
indefatigable General had quitted his retreat at Ejrussodemitza and 
was starling on a series of missions to the principal Courts of 
Europe. The news was speedily followed by a whisper that the 
object of this movement was to induce the Powers to cast the tatters 
cf the Treaty of Paris to the winds, and to suffer Bussia to creep 
back into her old position as '* protectress *' of the Christian races 
subject to the Porte, — the position irom which it was the object of 

\ the Crimean war to dislodge her, and of the Kinth article of the 

1 Treaty to shut her permanently out. 

This move of Bussian diplomacy creates a new opportunity and 
fitness for the publication of an English version of Mr. Qiacometli's 
work, which reflects, as in a mirror, the nature of the '* protectorate " 
which Bussia aspkes to exercise over the Christian people of Tnrkcy, 
and the manner of her manipulation of it ; — discovers Bussia in fact 
hard at her holy work, bathed in a sweat of Ues, her bared aYiu3 
plunged now in blood and now in gold. 

As regards the authenticity of the letterSi no independent person, 
competent to form a judgment upon them, has ventured to dispute 
it. On the other hand, those competent to judge have accepted them 

< without misgiving. And, indeed, the correspondence bears upon its 

' face the stamp of truth. In the style and phraseology of Mr. X's 

) letters, in the tone of their raillery and sarcasm, in the naive frank- 

ness of their cynicism, the language of General Ignatieff is un- 
mistakeable. Add to this the extraordinary knowledge of detail 
which the letters display, — of men, of things, of places, over all the 
vast scene in which the action lies, and the conviction is forced upotx 

\ the reader's mind, that none but the hand which, with consununate 

skill was guiding that action, could have touched upon all these witli 
the freedom and firmness of Mr. X., and escape as he has done every 
incongruity and inaccuracy. 

• EDGAB WHITAKER. 

Pera, Constantinople ; Mwrch 16, 1877. 
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THE BESPONSIBILITIES. 



I. 

The hour is a solemn one. Out of the decisions taken at 
Constantinople there must come peace, or perhaps, war. Europe 
anxiously listens to the voice of the oracles which the telegraph 
transmits to her from hour to hour, and she asks herself from 
minute to minute whether she ought to be alarmed or to rejoice. 

If peace is to result from the negotiations of which the 
Tershcme palace^ has been the theatre, let peace be welcome. 
None will rejoice at it more than Turkey will, for no power has 
greater need than Turkey for peace, tranquility and leisure. She 
has need of these things in order to make up for the sacrifices 
which have been entailed on her through twenty years of dis- 
quiet due to the guilty machinations of ambitious neighbo\irs ; 
she has need of them in order to stanch the wounds to which 
the vices of a defective administration are not foreign ; she has 
need of them, in the last place, in order to develop the repar- 
atory institutions which her new Sovereign has just bestowed on 
her. 

The subjoined brief collection of papers will serve better 
than long arguments to determine exactly the spirit which must 
have animated the representatives of the Porte at the Con- 
ference. The praiseworthy efforts of the delegates from Europe 
to ensure a conciliatory solution found, it is clear, a sympathetic 
and grateful response at Constantinople. How comes it then 
that the labours of diplomacy have not yet borne conciliatory 
fruit ? This is a complicated question, to which we could only 
reply by opening up a long discussion. And the work we are 
now tmd^aking is not argumentative ; it is a work of pure 
demonstration. It is not our aim to analyse the reasons where- 
by the negotiations, past and future, may lead to war or to peace. 
Our prayers are all for peace ; but war, disappointing our wishes 
and our hopes, may from one moment to another rear its horrid 
head and overshadow the whole world. 

The world then ought to know the causes which 
have produced war, and may have rendered it in- 



* The Turkish Admiralty, where the late Conference was held. 
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eritable. To set forth these oaoses is the olrjeci 
of the present pamphlet. In other words we propose here to 
draw up the balance shbet of bbsponsibilitibs. 
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The Porte, it is said, is responsible for the present situa- 
tion. Having been admitted twttitj years ago into the European 
family of nations, Turkey has not done what she ought to raise 
her population to the level of civilized peoples ; she has neglected 
to provide them with institutions calculated to preserve them 
from those periodical commotions which are a permanent 
danger for Europe. Let it be so. We admit all the more 
readily that reproach, since, so far as it was merited, the Otto- 
man people has taken upon itself to remove it. In one never- 
to-be-forgotten day the people arose, calm as a judge, and at its 
powerful breath a throne, whose basis had been undermined by 
flattery from within, and artificial props from without, fell. 

What more can be said? Is it necessary, after this 
declaration, to discuss the quantum of the defects of the previous 
administration ? To do so would be superfluous. We give 
plenty of tether to the detractors of Turkey ; we acknowledge 
that the Empire has had its period of vicious government, a 
period when great patriots and perhaps even men of genius 
were required to acomplish, with the fewest possible shocks, 
the economico-politico social evolution whose time was due. It 
is true that the administration was defective ; it is true that the 
men who were chosen by the Sovereign from motives of favour, 
rather than for their merits, were often wanting in enlighten- 
ment, in experience, and in the other qualities which go to 
make up an able administrator. All this is true, we admit it ; 
but the defects of these men were negative defects ; their in- 
capacity might prolong the unsatisfactory situatio n of the 
oountry, impede progress ; it had nothing in common with the 
system of active wrong which tends to arouse popular indigna- 
tion and to provoke revolt. Let us be forgiven for using a very- 
homely expression, but one which exactly fits our thought : these 
ill-chosen administrators may have been stwpid ; no one will 
venture to say they were wicked. Now it is acts of cruel op- 
pression which drive a people to rebellion, and not acts of 
iidministrative mis-management such as Ottoman functionaries 
were wont to commit under the late reign. What exasperates 
a population to the point of insurrectional explosion are the 
deliberately cruel orders sometimes issued by government func- 
tionaries imnk with a sense of authority, and which asoldiery, 
drunk with alcohol, carries out in a spirit yet more cruel. For 
example, it was the wanton butchery of the peaceable inhabi- 
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tants of Warsaw in their churches which provoked the Polish 
insurrection of 1862-1869. *< Gould it have been imagined *' 
says an Englishman, an eye-witness of that massacre, ^* that 
the Christian Governor of a Christian town should give orders 
* to trample down a Christian population, an inoffensive people, 
^ because it enters the house of God, or approaches it ?"* O i 

We defy anybody to state that any Governor in the Otto- ^ * 

man provinces has provoked the passions of the people by acts « 
like this. Who in Turkey has ever entertained the thought of 
opposing the free exercise of religious worship, and the free use 
•of the language of the conquered populations ? Who would 
<dare» in the 13th century of the Hegira, to do the contrary of 
what the great Khalif Omar did at Jerusalem, hardly three 
years after the death of the Prophet ? No : whatever faults may 
be attributed to Ottoman administration it cannot be shown 
that those faults have been of a nature to cause the insurrec- 
tionary facts from which the present phase of the Eastern / 
question has originated. It is, then, elsewhere than in the in- 
ternal government of the country that the cause of those facts % 
is to be sought. It is elsewhere, too, that the responsibility of 
ithem is to be laid. 

Ill 

After the war of 1870-1871 there took place at Constanti- 
nople a displacement of influences. The enemies of Turkey 
came to understand that the hour approached when they might 
begin serious action. The reader may judge of this fact by the 
^are with which the subjoined confidential letter, addressed to 

Mr. T at Vienna, by Mr. X under date of Pera, 

Constantinople, March 4th, 1871, touches a little on every sub- 
ject : politics, administration, religion, men and things : 



No. I. 

' The very interesting information which Y. X. has been 
'* good enough to give me respecting the relations of the Prince 
' of Montenegro with our Consul at Eagusa, has given me the 
'greatest pleasure. Our friends at St. Petersburg can now 
•judge of the difference there is between Mr. Yonine and 

* Petrovich, and they will understand at last how important 
' it is to us to have near Prince Nicholas an able fuactionary 
' with affable and distinguished manners calculated to win the ' 

* attachment of everybody. 

■ ■' ■■■■■ll«»l Wl., .»■■■■■■ ^— . — ■ M. .-■■-■ I .1 I ' II ■ ■ ip ■ ■ ■■ I ,, ^ _^ , , , 

* Letters addressed to Eaql Bubsell by G. Mitchell, concerning the events 
'Of the 15th October. 
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< The details 70a give me oonceming your relations with 

* Ehalil Bey, and the intimate ties existing between him and the 

* &moas Baxon statesman, do noi.astonidi me at all. I have 

* known your colleagne of Turkey for many years. Once upon 

* a time, before he had any idea of becoming a great man, he 

< liked Russia, as much, that is to say, as an Osmanli can like 
I ' us. Since his departure from St. Petersburg, and his political 
I * alliance with Mustafa Nazyl, he has broken off completely 
! ' from his former friends, and he now honours us with his 

* unceasing dislike. There is nothing wonderful therefore 

* in the fact that Ehalil Bey should, as soon as he arrived at 
I * Vienna, have acquired the Mendship of M. de Beust. The 

' latter, as an avowed enemy of Slavism, could not have found 
I * a more active auxiliary in his intrigues than Ehalil Bey. Bat 

, ^ it is sad to see your colleague of Turkey who, thinking to 

* * evade the danger, intrigues against us, and will end by pre- 

< cipitating his country into a deep abyss. 

< Thanks to the obstinacy of the Turks, and to the self-will 

* of the Patriarch, the breach between the Bulgarians and the 
' Greeks has become inevitably. In truth, there was a moment 

) * when I feared that a reconciliation would be effected ; but, the 

I* Patriarch being inflexible, the affair has become so envenomed 
< that all the efforts of AaH Pasha will prove fruitless. It is 
< now that our activity should be redoubled. If the Vizier 
'accepts the Patriarch's resignation (which is almost certain), 

* it will be necessary to inaugurate the installation of the new 
I * Prelate by an address from the inhabitants of Thrace, Mace- 

' donia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, who will demand national 

* bishops. In this way, with each new Patriarch we shall gain 

* some dioceses. I have already written in this sense ta 

< Adrianople and Monastir. Your Committee must do the same 

< for Herzegovina and Bosnia. 
*Have you received the new strategical maps of tho 

* Western provinces of Turkey ? I see by the reports of our 

* explorers that we have made good progress in working on the 

< feelings of the populations, and that even the Mussulmans are 
' ready to help us in our task of emancipation. Thank God, all 

< is going on well ; but I shall be still better satisfied when I 

* get orders to ask for my passport.' 

(Translated from the Bussian.) 

'• We shall abstain for the present from any attempt to 

I appreciate this document, whose importance is self-evident. 

I Similar opportunities of exercising the critical faculties of our 

' readers will not, moreover, be wanting in the course of these 

pages. Our object in reproducing the above letter is to dispense 
with the necessity of ourselves setting forth the general position 
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of affairs at -the period in question, that is to say, at the con- 
clusion of the Franco-German War. This document will serve 
instead, and it has the advantage over anything we could sa^in 
point of actuality and exactness cf detail. 

Thus, at the beginning of the year 1871 ahreach had been 
j3roduced between the Greek and the Bulgarian Churches. 
There was; in truth, a moment when it might have been feared that 
a reconcUiatum would be effected ; but happily the Patriarch of 
Oonstantinople is a venerable Pontiff, incapable of deserting 
the principles upon which his Church is founded; and there- 
fore he will not yield. It is clear meanwhile that reconciliation 
is only possible on condition that he bow to the dissidents. 
The system, it will be observed, is always the same. At the 
jpresent time again it is not the insurrection which must yield ; 
it is legitimate authority which must capitulate ; peace can only 
be had at that price. There will then be no reconciliation, for 
the writer of the letter is sure of his dissidents, emiths efforts ofAaU 
Pasha toiU prove fruitless. To any one who can read history, or who 
has studied Turkey of late years, the whole history of the Eastern 
crisis is embodied in the eight words which we have underlined 
^bove. The efforts of the Grand Vizier, whoever he might be, 
and of his subordinates of every degree proved finiitless. In 
politics as in matters religious, administrative, and financial, 
the result was — Nothing ! A vast intrigue, enveloping the whole 
country, was incessantly at work, paralyzing its every source of 
vitality. 

In the meanwhile the general plan of the campaign is 
frankly displayed; the writer of the letter pours out his soul 
without reserve into the soul of his correspondent. We must, 
he says, redouble our activity. It is necessary that Thrace, 
Macedonia, Bosnia, and Herzegovina be incited to break away 
from the Patriarchate, and that, at every change of Patriarch, 
some dioceses be won over to the cause of the conspirators. 
Measures have already been taken by the writer as to Adrianople 
and Monastir. It is for the Vienna Committee to commence the 
.agitation in Herzegovind and in Bosnia. 

And what about the strategical maps? and about the 
explorers who work upon the feelings of the populations ? How 
all this smells of the powder that will be burnt in Herzegovina, 
.and of the fumes of the cannibal feats which will be held in 
Bulgaria by provoking there, in default of an efficacious insur- 
rection, reprisals which will be turned to account in a future 
atrocitist campaign. Yes, you see, all is going on well, thati^ 
God I Providence, however, has yet a prayer to grant ; a lasjb 
joy is still wanting to our conspirator-diplomatist ; his passport. 
'' Conspirator-diplomatist ! " an odd assortment 6i words ! Hs(s 
.ihe law of nations then no longer any meaning ? Is diploma^tip 
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inTiolability no longer anything at Oonstantinople bnt a discreet 
nuintle destined to conceal great crimes within its folds ? 

IV, 

We have said that Constantinople had become the den of a 
conspiracy whose outcome was the iNStrBBSonoN of Hebze- 
ooviNAy and the events which have been called the Buix^abian 
Massacres. This truth will be proved to demonstration on a 
perusal of the documents further on. The following points will 
be established : — 

That personages invested with a high diplomatic mandate 
organised and directed the plot ; 

That all the Consuls under their orders had, to use a 
homely phrase, '' a finger in the pie," and presided over 
the work of carrying the plot into execution ; 

That a powerful affiliation of secret societies, having their 
organised head abroad, enlaced Turkey and her neighbours 
in a close net ; 

That these societies corresponded with Ambassadors, 
issued orders to Consuls, and obeyed the behests of 
Princes I 

That, lastly, the operations of these societies had for 

their field not only the European provinces of Turkey, but 

also those in Asia, and even in Africa. 

The above points being made clear, what we have called 

the balance of responsiUlities will be self-determined, and the 

world will know whom it is to reproach for the disquiet from 

which it is suffering, and the evils which it apprehends. 

No. 2. 
Mr. X . . . 

Fera, Constantinople, 14/26 Nov., 1872. 

To Mr. Y ... at Vienna, 

* I wrote to yon lately rrgarding the new intrigues of our 
' dear co-religionists. The Phanariotes, after compelling their 

* Patriarch to launch their thunders against the Slavic world, 

* are now doing all they can to cast out of the Church the 

* venerable Prelate who so worthily occupies the Patriarchal 

* throne at Jerusalem. Enchanted to find an ally worthy of 
' their cause in the person of the famous Khalil-Sherif, they have 

* conceived the ingenious idea of putting seals on the Patriarch 

* Cyril's property at Constantinople. It is needless to say that 
^ I have taken precautions against this new act of Greco-Turkish 
' justice. I wrote immediately to C to work upon the 

* Arabs and urge them to protest against the illegal decision of 
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thePfmiiaxiote Synod at Jerusalem. At the same time I -wrote 
*to St, Petersborgfa, and I trust my old plan will at last be put 
' into execution, that is to say, to sequester the large property 
' which the Church of Jerusalem possesses in Bnssia. 

* You see, my dear friend, that my position here is not very 
' enviable. If the present regime lasts some months longer our 

* interests will be gravely compromised, and we shall perhaps be 

* obliged tio give up the Exarchate in order to avoid sacrifices yet 

* greater. What a misfortune that our Synod did not accept, 
' three years ago, the convocation of the (Ecumenical Council ! 
'The majority of voices being secured to us, we could have 

* avoided the Schism, and have forced the Greeks to make con- 
' cessions. But who could then have foreseen the obstinacy of 

* the Patriarch ? It is true, however, that the fault is not his, 
' and that he would be ready to give in to-day, were he 

* not forced on by the grammarians, that standing scourge of 

* Byzantium. 

* The only hope which remains to us is in the Ministerial 
' changes which everybody expects with the Bairam. 

* Our friend A and the good V. S. are actively at work at 

* this. If we succeed, Byzantium will see within its walls a new 
' Millet-Bashi, and the Greek Patriarch will again hold out his 
' hand for Panslavic alms.' 

(Extract of a private letter translated from Jbtussian.) 

Those who know [the man and his style will recognise in 
this epithet *' dear " an irony quite sui generis. So then, his 
dear Phanariote co-religionists make *' new intrigues ;" that is 
to say, that, faithful to the rights of their Church, they are 
indignant that Mgr. Cyril, Patriarch of Jerusalem, should desire 
to place his own under obedience to the Metropolitan of Moscow, 
in consequence of which the "Phanariote" Synod of the Holy 
City deposes the spiritual chief who thus squanders his pontifical 
independence. But all is not yet lost. " The Arabs " will be 
worked upon, and St. Petersburg will " sequester " the property 
of the unruly Church. 

There is, however, a drawback to this. The Synod of 
Moscow made a mistake in rejecting the convocation of the 
(Ecumenical Council ! It would have been easy to contrive a 
majority, and to have thus remained masters of the situation ; 
whereas here was a somewhat troublesome schism ; this might 
lead to a declaration of heresy against the Bulgarian Church, 
and even the Russian Church. In such case, how would it be 
possible to follow up the idea of Bussifying all the Eastern 
Churches? Decidedly, then, this schism was a mishap; but 
who could have foreseen that Mgr. Anthimos would refuse 

* * Panslavic money " ? Happily our friend A. . . . , wha 
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can boast of nothing Patriarcbal in his person or his life, albeit 
his name corresponds with that of a great Patriarch, does not 
show the same aversion to the roubles of Panslayism ; nor does 
the good Y. S., yery great lady and mother of the grand Signer 
as she is, scrapie to defile ner fingers with Mnscoyite gold. 
So long as these worthy servants of foreign intrigue "work 
actively," there is still hope for the good cause. 



No. 3. 
Mr. X. . . . 

Pera, Constantinople, 23rd Nov. 

(5th Dec,) 1872. 
To Mr. Y. ... at Yienna. 

' The Bairam has changed nothing in the provisional state 
of things which I spoke of in my last letter. Notwithstanding 
all that persons of sound and enlightened minds could do, the 
clique of intriguers has carried the day, and our j^etit creve de 
Paris remains as before at the head of the foreign affairs of 
the poor sick man, whom we are trying to cure in spite of 
himself. 

'It would be useless to give you all the details of the 
struggle we have had to sustain against Midhat*s party, 
protected as it is by my western colleagues. You will ask 
me, perhaps, whence comes this infatuation of the Western 
Ambassadors for a statesman who is the true representative of 
the Turkish ancien regime, and has not the slightest tie with 
European civilization, of which my colleagues would have it 
appear they are the disinterested protectors in our chaotic east. 
The sympathy with which they honour him comes simply from 
the fact that Midhat carries his hostility to Russia to the verge 
of absurdity. The cruelty of which he gave proofs when in 
Bulgaria — a matter for which I certainly cannot blame him, so 
far as the interests of the government he served are considered 
— ^is the chief reason of the popularity which he has acquired 
in certain embassies. 

' It is thanks to these considerations that Elhalil too 
continues to be in the good graces of my colleagues, and that 
he has managed to retain his place for the present, in spite of 
the just indignation of the SuLtan against his giddy minister. 
The latter, instead of serving the true interests of the country of 
his adoption, does nothing but commit folly upon folly, and that 
solely in order to spite the sovereign of his native country and our 
brothers by race. It is but lately that M. Christich confided 
to me that it has become almost impossible for him to protect 
the interests of his country against the ill-will of a minister ' 
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aimaiated as Khalil is, by the most hostile feelings towards the 
Slavs. Having sorrDunded himself with persons belonp^ing to 
the very &mous ' Young Ti^rkey ' party, and with Poles who 
have again come flocking in like crows to the quarry, he stirs 
Up nnder hand the ' Old Phanariotes,' and makes impossible 
any compxx)mise between the Greeks and Bfilgarians. It is 
true at the same time that the fanatics of the Patriarchate 
make his task an easy one. Those degenerate descendants of 
John Ghrysostom are delighted at having found a protector 
who can enter into the spirit of their intrigues. I have written 
lately to our consuls to cease giving subsidies and assistance to 
the Grreek churches and schools. Perhaps by this means their 
eyes will be 'opened, and the sheep who have lost their way 
through the Phanariote propaganda will return to the fold. 

' As to the Bulgarians I cannot sufficiently commend their 
tact and savoire /aire. They have thoroughly understood the 
advice I gave them through O . . u, and they behave in a way 
which puts their enemies at a loss for any accusation against 
them to the Grovemment. 

* I received yesterday a letter from Prince Nicholas, who 
informs me of the bad state of his afEairs in Albania. As you 
will see by the enclosed copy, he unfortunately says nothing 
regarding the consequences of the arrests effected by Shevket. 
Has he written anything to you on that subject? Mr. H . . . . 
reports that the Agents of the Prince lately despatched to 
Scutari have had to return at once to Cettigne, for fear of 
being arrested by the police. Have you no means of arranging 
this affair with your committee, and of pointing out to it the 
line of action it must take in the event of its proving impos- 
sible for Montenegro to maintain her agents in Albania. Be 
so good as to let me know what you have done on this 
head 

(Extract from a letter translated from Eussian.) 

So, then, persons of " sound and enlightened minds " 
wished to cure the " poor sick man ; " the " clique of intriguers " 
objected to this. Three years Jater, when these same mtriguers 
had already long been laid on the official shelf, the ''sound 
minds" had free scope to apply their regimen. The desired 
•result was soon obtained : A dose of Herzegovina, a drop of 
Bosnia, a grain of Bulgaria, a dram of Servia and Montenegro, 
sufficed to bring the patient into the satisfactory state so much 
desired by his good friends the Slave- Russians. Is it not 
perfectly "ridiculous," too, in Midhat Pasha to be hostile to 
Kussia P In sober truth, if that statesman had not given proof, 
■during the first Bulgarian insurrection, of a degree of severity 
which the writer of the above letter has chosen to term crtielty»j 
it wotQd have been a dishonour to him. But there is always a 
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grain of syn^path j in every irae Mnscovite heaart for eneigeticr 
acts even where the j are, by strainiag the note, designated as 
acts of cmelty ; — ^because, to be sure, so mnch of that sort of 
ihing had to be resorted to in Poland and elsewhere. Od the 
other hand, it it is very clear that the same statesman who has 
been gnilty of giving serious thought to a constitutional regime 
and the liberties of the people cannot *' have the slightest tie with 
European civilization." The proper way is to keep promising 
constitutions, as has been done in Poland ; but one must take 
care not to grant them, if one would have anything in common 
with a civilized statesman. Learn this principle, Your High- 
ness, or make up your mind to be a barbarian for ever. 

And what shall we sav about that other would-be civilized 
statesman, the '* Khalil " who ventures to *' spite the brothers 
by race " of the illustrious diplomatist-conspirator ? Can one 
conceive a Turkish minister of state gailty of the " folly " of being 
** animated by the most hostile feelings towards the Slavs." And 
the Poles, those " crows flocking into the quarry," — just lik© 
the Cossacks do when they fall upon a Buthene town ! — What 
audacity!— As for the "Old Phanariotes " but one method 
remains to be tried in order to awaken them to a sense of shame, 
and that is, to cut off the supplies from their churches and 
schools. 

But when we come to the Bulgarians, what tact they have,, 
and how readily they listen to Mr. . . u ! On the other 
hand, Prince * * * is put out. Shevket Pasha has had the 
bad taste to lock up the emissaries sent by His Highness to 
raise disturbances in Albania ! The Vienna Committee ought 
really to take measures for protecting the Prince and his agents 
from such outrages ! 

No. 4. 

MrX . . . 

Pera, Constantinople, 27 Nov. (9 Dec.) 1872. 
To Mr. Y ... at Vienna. 

' Mehmed Bushdi Pasha has again fallen under the per- 

* nicious influence of the Minister of Foreis^ Affairs. Ever 
^ since his advent to power, that statesman has been leaning now 
' to one side and now to the other ; but he has at length given 
' himself over body and soul to the interest of the Magyarophile 

* poUcy of Khalil & Co. 

* You have no doubt heard of the compliments which the 

* Saltan has thought proper to make to his Sadrazam at th& 

* Bairam audience. These compliments, spread far and wide 1^ 

* the Young Turkey party and its adherents, the Grceculi of the 

* Phanar, have produced a most pamful impression npon that 
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part of the population of Btamboul which knows how to* 
appreciate at their true value the pompous promises of Ehalil 
and Austro-Hungarian humhug.' 

' The consolidation of Ehaffl's power has had as its first 
consequence, the recrudescence of the Greek attacks against 
the Patriarch of Jerusalem and the Bulgarian Exarch. These 
two prelates, who will prohahly fall^ thanks to their devotion 
to our interest, are tiie object of so many attacks, that H 
admire the patience with which they are home. Mgr. Anthimos 
in particular, who could if he chose, stir up against the Porte 
very grave difficulties, conducted himself in an admirable 
manner. After the outrage which the very perspicacious Turco- 
Egyptian diplomatist lately inflicted on him, he has had the 
wisdom to conform exactly to the,line of conduct which I had 
traced out for him. For the rest, he will not have to wait 
long, for, with the fitful and passionate character of the Sultan 
the present order of things cannot be expected to last more 
than two, or at most, three months longer. 

* As regards Mgr. Cyril, his position is much more serious. 
If the Porte sanctions his deposition the Synod of Jerusalem, 
will f<^rthwith proceed to the election of a new Patriarch, and. 
thus shall we be frustrated of our rights over the Holy 
Sepulchre. In order to obviate such a disaster, I have written 

to P , C , and Y ,' 

to agitate dextrously among the population of Syria and 
Palestine for the creation of an Arab Church, independent of 
the Patriarchate, and which would elect for its chief, Mgr- 
Cyril. 

< Khalil does not confine himself to ecclesiastical agitation. 
He has just had recourse to another device which will give you 
an idea of his friendship for us. The news of the robbery of 
the Boustchouk post has suggested to him the ingenious idea 
of throwing the responsibility of that act upon the Bulgarians, 
whom he is now endeavouring to persuade His Majesty are the 
most dangerous enemies of the Empire. You cannot imagine 
the annoyance this news has given me. Thanks to the stupidity 

of our M one of the persons who took part in 

that act of brigandage, happens to have been affiliated by our 
agency at Boustchouk. If the Turkish police should arrest 
this individual, I fear revelations which cannot but do us the 
greatest harm. I am surprised that so sensible a man as Mr. 
M. . . . . can have associated with our cause a person 
whose antecedents he was ignorant of. This unpardonable 
fault should serve as a lesson to us ; and in fact, I have already 
acted upon it by instructing all our consuls to abstain hence- 
forth from affihating anybody without previous sanction fron^ 



me.* 



* I learn that Ehalil has proposed to Mehmed-Bushdi that 
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''the too famous hangmaD-in-ohief, Midhat, shotild be sent 
' to Sofia as President of the Committee of Inqniiy. Here w6 
' are then, on the eye of new exploits by this terrible hero o! 
^bloody assizes, who assuredly will liot let slip such an 
'opportunity of expediting ad patres some hundreds of un- 
' fortunate ghiaours I ' 

'Yery many thanks for the most interesting details you 
* give me regarding the Toheque struggle. What a misfortune, 
'however, that tlus cause, so noble in principle, should not 
' have been preserved from the intrigues of new Judases ! The 
' example of Sabina has, unhappily, found imitators, and this 
^ cannot fail to compromise the most sacred of causes/ 

(Extract of a letter translated from Russian J 

He was in a very bad humour, our amiable diplomatist- 
conspirator, on this 27th November (9th December), and not 
without reason. The Sultan had so far forgotten himself as to 
Address a compliment to his anti- Slavic minister ! The cabinet 
1 is now invested with the style and title of a commercial firm^ 

' and appears as Khalil & Co." In the same way the ''Old 

Phanariotes '* and the " grammarians " now degenerate into 
" Groeculi." As to the policy of Count Andrassy, the style in 
v^hich it is characterised may be thought by some pure Tartar 
— "Austro-Hungarian humbug" is at any rate not very 
L diplomatic — ^but then, why do people thus persist in crossing 

. Your Excellency ? On that day nearly everything went wrong 

in a most provoking way, even to the associate of "your 
Boustchouk agency " who takes it into his head to take part in 
the robbery of the Post. Were he to be arrested and to make 
revelations, what a mess ! However, some good is to be got out 
of every evil. That highway robber to whom you have become 
afi&liated, one does not exactly know how, will at any rate 
serve as a caution against such awkwardnesses for the future, and 
ihere will be this advantage to your Excellency, that nobody 
henceforth must be affiliated " without your previous sanction." 
This same 27th November (9th December) was an unlucky day 
for you even in the matter of the " too famous hangman^in- 
chief " who did not after all accord you the satisfaction of 
^Qndingad patres some hundreds of honest people ; for he preferred 
indulging in his constitutional reveries at home to accepting that 
mission. And Mgr. Anthimos, that prelate " so] devoted to 
your interests I*' And Mgr. Cyril whose deposition may have the 
-effect of '* frustrating you of your rights over the Holy 
Sepulchre !*' Lastly, to crown this series of misfortunes, in 
Bohemia the Tcheque cause refuses to prosper just as if it 
were hot " the most sacred of causes." Certainly , Your 
Excellency must have felt that the 27th November (9th 
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December) was quite an nnlneky day. Happily there remained 
the solaoe of '< agitating dextrously " in Syria and Palestine. 
This was something after all. : 

No. 6. 

Mr. X.. . . 

Pera» Constantinople, 7/19th Dec. 

To Mr. y ... at Vienna. 

* The Greeks decidedly do not intend to remain quiet. Since 

* the advent to power of their sorry protector, they dabble 
'in such a qaagmire of intrigues that one must be as blind 
' and obstinate an enemy of the truth as Ehalil to continue to- 
' put faith in the lies which are daily put forth by his friends 
' the sarafs and orators of the Phanar.' 

< Thanks to the perfidious insinuations of these miserable 

* Galata stock-jobbers, the orthodox East is about to lose the^ 

* eminent prelate who is the glory of our Church ; and, what is 

* yet more sad, here are the ' Greeks, those boasted friends of 
•liberty, imploring the protection of the Austrians and 
' Prussians, and soKciting the intervention of Protestants in 
' their ecclesiastical affairs, whilst refusing the right to do so to 

* their co-reHgionist, Eussia. Their rage has been stDl more 

* heightened against us at the news of the sequestration of the 

* conventual property in Bessarabia. This loss is so material a* 
*one for the Phanariote prelates that I would be ready to wager 
'we should soon see the old men of the Synod prostrate 

* themselves before Jus, acknowledging their culpa, were it not 

* that they stand in fear of the " grammarians " of Galata I It is' 

* these last, supported by some banker-orators and by the 

* scribblers in the Neologos and the j^^^^e du Bosphcre, who keep 

* alive the flame of discord. 

* The only thing which might put an end to this 

* melancholy reign of intrigues would be a change of ministry, 
' or at any rate the removal of Khalil. who alone has an 
'interest in all these religious dissentions. I just learn 

* from the Palace that it is by no means improbable we may 
'before long be delivered from this incorrigible mischief 
' maker ! The old and faithful friend of the most estimable 
' mother of Madame Novikow has also lately promised Madame 
'I £f to act in that sense at the Palace . . .' 

(Letter translated from Bussian). 

The survivors of the old Midhat ministry certainly had the 
merit of putting our diplomatist beside himself. The whole- 
Greek population of Constantinople are now angrily stigmatised 
as " miserable Galata stock-jobbers.*' On the other hand, the , 
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Patriardx ^om the Synod of Jerusalem has judged unworthy 
io remain at its head is styled " the ^ninent Prelate who is the 
glory of our " — ^that is, the Bussijftn — ** ehurch.*' Passion blinds 
one, truly. He is a most able diplomatist, and yet one who 
•cannot understand that a prelate who is the glory of the Russian 
Church, must necessarily be the shame of the Oreek Church, 
which is now fully alive to Bussian designs against Hellenism, 
with respect to matters ecclesiastical as well as secular. But 
for all that, if he is carried away by his feelings as a noian, as a 
diplomatist he does not lose his head. The Ministry must be 
made to fall ; he must gain this point even if it be necessary to 
use the good offices of ladies. These last he does not hesitate 
to name at full length, except in the instance of " the old and 
faithful friend of the most estimable mother of Madame 
Novikow." We humbly confess that the cypher in our 
possesion has failed to furnish us the key to this miyfcarious 
reference. 

No. 6. 
Mr. Z • . • 

Bt. Petersburgh, 8/20th December, 1872. 

To Mr. Y ... at Vienna. * 

* As General Ignatieff keeps you informed of all that passes 
-^ at Constantinople it would be superfluous for me to repeat to 

< you the disheartening accounts which we receive from Tzargrad. 
■* The advent to power of Ehalil Pasha certainly was not 

< calculated to give us the hope of regaining the influence which 

< we lost through the fall of Mahmoud Pasha. 

* You will easily perceive by the General's letters that he 

* always retains that optimism which marks his character. For 
•< my own part I will frankly own to you that I no longer believe 

' in the brilliant expectations of our friends at Constantinople . 

* The Anglo-Austrian intrigue is so powerful at Constantinople 

* that I no longer hope for the speedy return to power of 

* Mahmoud, the more especially since the Sultan himself, with 

< his weak and vacillating character, seems to have allowed 
« himself to be persuaded that it is necessary to maintain the 

< present ministry in power. 

* Prince Gortchakoff has just written to the General to sus- 
■* pend for some time all attacks against the Minister of Foreigp 

* Affairs and the Grand Vizier. Khalil's character and the 
' state of feeling in Turkey enable us to foresee that some 

* favourable circumstance must shortly arise which by proving 
' the incompetency of these two statesmen, will oblige the Sultan 
« to confide the administration of affairs once more to our 
4 friends. 
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< In the meanwhile we are of opinion that it would he nse- 
^ fol to prepare the ground in quite a different way. As Monte- 

* negro and Seryia may obtain for us the opportunity we are 
■* looking for, you wiu devoM' your attention to those two 
^ countries. By favouring the material and moral development 

* of those two advanced posts of Slavism, we shall be serving 
' our cause much more effectually than by palace intrigues un- 
-* worthy of our great country and the idea it represents. 

* You have no doubt learnt the latest decision regarding 

* the sequestration of the property of the Ohurch of Jerusalem. 
^ Though it comes rather late, this measure will not be the less 

* salutary in its effects upon our religious adversaries. The 
-* Greeks, it is to be hoped, will understfmd the insanity of their 
' attacks against Bussia and the Bulgarians, especiaUy when 
' they see the (Ecumenical Patriarchal Throne, of which they 
'* are so proud, depending upon the benevolence of a KhaUl, who, 
^ in order to satisfy his rancour, keeps urging them against 

* us." 

(Letter translated from Bussian.) 

People at St. Peterburg see things more clearly than they 
'do at Constantinople, and Mr. Z . . • sneers at the optimism 
of Mr. X . . . Upon the whole there is a little more dignity 
in the above letter than in the preceding ones. The palace 
intrigues are pronounced '' uawor&y," and a preference is ex- 
pressed for operations on the side of Servia and Montenegro, 
<< those two advanced posts of Slavism." It is indeed from 
those quarters that the road must be opened which leads to the 
conquest of Tzargrady " the city of the tzabs." : — such is the 
name which the Slavs already give to the Turkish capital. 

Mr. Z . . . , it must be owned, too readily allows himself 
to be discouraged. Why so soon despair of the ''return to 
power of Mahmoud ? *' Make your minds easy, good doctors of 
the '' poor sick man,^' Mahmoud will come back in due time, 
^nd through him you will have the satisfaction of arousing 
JEuropean opinion, by means of the trade of October. 

No. 7. 

Mr. X . . . 

Pera, Constantinople, 18/25 Dec, 1872. 

To Mr. Y ... at Vienna. 

< Khalil Pasha has kept his word well ! He had promised 
-* Mgr. Anthimos to give his attention after the Ba'iram to the 
■* Greco-Bulgarian question, and he has done «o after his 
■' fashion. 

* Having been invited by the Grand Vizier to call upon the 
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*' Minister of Foreign Affairs in order to set forth the wishes of 

* the Bulgarian commmiity, the Exarch was received hy Ehalil 
' Pasha in a manner worthy of that statesman. Instead of 
^ listening to the explanations and wishes of the yenerahle pre- 
' late, the Ottoman Minister declared to bim, with the greatest 

* haughtiness, that the Porte had decided to annul the firman 
' promulgated under Aali, since the relations between the 
' Orthodox and the Bulgarian Churches are no longer the same 

< as formerly. Neither the respectful observations of Mgr. 

< Anthimos, nor his protestations, having had any effect in 

* shaking Ehalil's resolve, the Exarch had to leave the presence 

* of the Minister, crrrying with him the conviction that the 
' greatest of iniquities was soon to be consummated. 

< According to the information I receive, Khalil wialies to 
' annul the former firman, and to substitute another for it^ 
'recognizing the Bulgarians officially as schismatics who' 

* are thrust out of the pale of Orthodoxy. I confess 
' I did not know Khalil in this new capacity until now. So 

* then, we must add to all the others in which he has 
' already been recognized, the quality of a profound 
' theologian, and an authority in matters of dogma. That he 

* should venture to pronounce a decision on a purely Christian 
' dogmatic point is such an utter absurdity that I would refuse 
' to believe the fact had I not been, so to say, a witness of the 
' theological prowess of the Reverend Father Khalil. 

* I am very carious to see how he will decide on the 

* incident which will before long happen in the Church of 

* Antioch. Thanks to our reations with the Primates and 

* Paelates of the Patriarchate, the Synod of Antioch will 
'infallibly repeat the history enacted at Jerusalem, with this 
' difference, that the Patriarch will be disavowed by his Synod 
'for having declared against us. Wo shall see how the 
'learned Turco-Egyptian will demean himself under these 

* circumstances.* 

'It is needless to tell you that the affair of Antioch will 
' not stand alone : Roustchouk, Viddin, Varna, and other 
'Bulgarian towns will soon give signs of life, and the local 
' authorities will have to reckon with the effervescence provoked 
' by the inexpressible partiality of .Young Turkey. I have already 
' given my instructions on this head to our consuls and agents, 
'who will have to abstain from any ostensible intervention.. 
' Who laughs longest will laugh best.' 

(Letter translated from Russian.) 

He has "laughed longest " is doubtless the one who has had: 



• The Synod of Antioch disappointed tha hopes of the fomenters of dissension. 
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an interest in rejoicing over the frightful riiisfortnnes .whicii 
have happened in Bolgaria, and the consequences thcj pro- 
duced, through the mauagement of operators so clever as those 
" consuls " who \Vere *' instructed to abstain from any ostensible 
intervention." lu reading phrases like this, one fancies the 
docunients in tvhich thev are contained are not letters written in 
a diplomatic residence, but extracts from the archives of a secret 
police office. 

No. 8. 

Mr. X . • . 

Pera, Constantinople, 28th Dec. (9iih Jan.) 1872. 



ToMr. Y . 



. at Vienna. 



'You have no doubt read in our newspapers here, and 
' especially, in those published in Turkish, that the Porte, taking 
' into consideration the armaments which have been going on 
' for some time past in Servia, has instructed the governors of 

* the frontier provinces towards that principality, and the com- 

* mandants of the troops in garrison in those parts to hold 
' themselves prepared for an eventuality. This news, and the 
' rumours of considerable armaments in Turkey, have obliged 

* the Servian government to address to the Porte a demand for 

* explanations. In reply to M. Christich's inquiries, Khalil 
' Pasha stated that all these rumours were without foundation, 

* and that the Government would cause them to be ofl&cially 

* contradicted.' 

* Notwithstanding this reply of the Minister and the oflficial 

* contradiction, the Servians certainly will not be re-assured as 
' to the warlike tendencies of the present Ministry. The 
' Sultan's Government, which appears to receive pretty correct 
' information of all that passes in Servia and the Slavic 
' Provinces in the north-west of the Empire, does all it can not 

* to be taken unawares.' 

' I have lately aseertained that the Porte, fearing a speedy 
' explosion of the discontent which it unceasingly provokes by 
' its silly policy, wishes to open a campaign before the Servians 
' are ready to undertake the realisation of their projects. Khalil 

* and his friends think that the Servians, when once chastised 
' as the Greeks were in the matter of Crete, would become as 

* submissive and servile as the Hellenes. One must belong to 

* the conceited clique of ' Young Turkey ' to be able to suppose 

* that the Servians are so cowardly as the Greeks. It is to be 
hoped that the eyes of these gentlemen will soon be opened ; 

c 
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^bat, please 6od» it will be a little too late for the dear sick 
^man! 

' The Greek papers have not deceived yon in notifying so 

* pompoasly the conversion of Monsieur C. . . . (or G. . . • 
' Effendi, in official language). I am, however, in a position 
'to re-assni*e yon on this head. If Mr. G. . . . has re- 

* entered the pale of the Church so unworthily presided over by 
' the Patriarch Anthimos, that step niDst not be attributed to 
^ his personal repentance nor to his conviction of the injustice 

* of the cause represented by the Exarch. Mr. C. . . - 
'has been obliged to return within the Phanariote fold, in 
' the first place through the insinuations of his wife, a 

* Greek, by birth and conviction, and next by pecuniary con- 

* siderations, so powerful in those quarters. Occupying as 

* he does a somewhat important post in the service of the Porte, 

* Mr. G. . . . was simply afraid of finding himself calunmiated 

* by the Greeks, and of losing his salary (about 8,000 roubles) 

* in consequence. This gentleman who enjoys, justly enough, 

* great consideration among his fellow countrymen, has taken 

* part in, or let it rather be said, has secretly directed the whole 

* course of the Bulgarian negotiations. This will suffice to give 

* you a correct estimate af iiie sincerity of his conviction.* 

(Private letter translated from Russian.) 

Not so silly as your Excellency^ is pleased to call it, the 
policy which consists in being pretty correctly informed of all 
that passes in Servia and the Slavic provinces of the Empire, 
and which desired to open a campaign before the Servian 
projects could be realized. Fortunately you weye awake, yoa 
and the lady whom you lately designated as the *' old and faith- 
ful friend of the most estimable mother of Madame Novikow ;" 
and you two together, no doubt, took measures to prevent its 
being possible to judge whether the Servians could become as 
** servile " and as *' cowardly " as the Greeks. Only in that 
way could it be contrived that the matter should not be put to 
the proof before it would be *' a little too late for the dear sick 
man." As regards the personage whose name we abstain from 
giving as you do at full length, and to whom the Porte seems to 
have the weakness of assigning a salary equivalent to 8,000 
roubles, we perfectly understand that what you consider as an 
act of apostaoy in him, should not provoke the feelings of 
religious indignation, usually so ticklish. For, did he not 
" secretly direct the whole course of the Bulgarian negotia- 
tions?*' How you must have laughed at the people who were 
so simple as to be astonished, you being there, at the bloody 
scenes of which Bulgaria in the end became the theatre I 
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No. 9. 
Mr. X . . . 

Fern, Constantinople, 16 January, 1873. 
To Mr. T ... at Vienna. 

' The stru^le between the (Ecumenical Patriaroh and the 
'Bulgarians liaa assumed of late a diplomatic character. 
'Whilst the Greeks set on foot all the intrigues they can deviBe 
' in order to compromise the Bulgarians towards the Porte, the 
'latter oppose to their adversaries a line of conduct full of 
' frankness and of firmness based on the consciousness which 
' they Lave of theii- strength. The demnnds of the Greeks may 
' be summed up under the fom' following heada :— 

' 1. Annulment of the Firman decreed under Aali, and 
' drawing up of another in which the Bulgarians will be declared 
' schismatics. 

' 2. Change in the costume of the Bulgarian clergy, 

' 3. Maintenance, in the possession of the Greeks, of the 
'churches, convents, schools, and other public establishments 
' which are situated in the provinces having a mixed popula- 

- 4. Maintenance of the right of the Greek patriarchate to 
' send its bishops into the Bulgarian provinces. 

' These rights, which our good friend Khalil seems disposed 
' to grant to the Greeks, are so contrary to the interests of the 
' Bulgarian Church, that the Exarch, notwithstanding his 
' extreme repugnance to do so, has been obliged again to come 
' forward and combat the intrigues of our enemies. It was the 
' day before yesterday that Mgr. Authimos went to ace the 
' famous minister, who had invited him to go and talk over this 
' unfortunate affair. Their interview, however, was of short 
' duration, and led to nothing. After making a ahow of polite 
■"nefia and kindliness at first, KbalU endod by threats when he 
" found that the Exarch was not disposed to yield to the claims 
' of tJie Phanariotes on the smallest point. 

' The affiiii- of the Exarchate is, moreover, not the only one 
' which has (joae wrong, thanks to the intrigues and vile 
' calumnies of our ex-frionde. By means of an outcry raised by 
' the Phanariotes and their new alUes, the scribblers at Vienna, 
'our consuls in. Macedonia have begun to he crossed in a 
'thousand ways. You have no doubt learnt that a commission 
' of enquiry has been appointed by the Patriarch to proceed ti 
' Mount Athos, I cerLainly should not have bestowed any 
' attention on these Greco-Turkish machinations had not our 
' enemies perfidiously mixed up the names of L . , . and 
'J , . . in their calumnies. I have, consequently, had to write 
' to those gentlemen to quit their posts for u time to come hei-e, 
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* after having given our friends the neoessary instructions for- 
' nullifying the new Greek intrigues. 

* I accept with the greatest gratitude your obliging proposal 
' with regard to the Clioy and I feel certiun, that the Imperial 
' Ministry will not refuse to ratify the promise you have made 

* to the excellent editor of that very influential journal. For 
' the rest, should the prince still begrudge the money, I engage 

* to pay from my own purse the 6,000 roubles which you have 

* promised to the editor of the Trieste paper. The co-operation^ 
^ of that journal will be the more useful to us since it is looked 

* up to as a great authority among the Christian populations of 
'the Turkish provinces, and thus the Clio will be of more 

* service to us than the Bulgarian papers published in Boumania> 
'and the small Servian prints.' 

(Private letter translated from Bussian.) 

True, the Bulgarians must have been conscious of their 
force, that is to say the force of a great empire, whose ambitious 
Views they were unconsciously serving. As to the four Greek 
points, it was high time to bring about the ministerial change 
which was destined to consign them to the wastepaper basket. 
If they had succeeded in being carriei out, before six months 
were over no Bulgarian peasant would have seen a Russian 
priest without crossing himself as he withdrew to a safe distance. 
This simple measure would have quashed the Bulgarian question 
and have made impossible the cold-blooded murders which pro- 
voked the massacres of Bazardjik and Batak. It is easy to 
understand that Eussian influence was at work to annihilate the 
four Greek points. This letter is important too as showing the 
tip of the cloven hoof as regards Mount Athos. It is a very 
serious affair that Mount Athos business, although it is one 
which most people know nothing about. If an end be not put 
to the Slavic intrigue by means of which the Russian monk is 
insensibly supplanting the Greek monk, Macedonia will before 
long become a second Bulgaria, Now, it would seem that the 
first has already produced calamities enough. 

No. 10. 

Mr. X . . . 

Pera, Constantinople, 8/20 February, 1873. 

To Mr. T . . . at Vienna. 

« So here we have a new ministry , although in truth it is but 
'a clumsy re-plastering of the old one. Bonnet htanc, hlanc 

* bonnet ; this stereotyped phrase expresses the state of things. 

* to perfection. 
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* Yon no donbt reooUect the yonng aide-de-oamp whom Foad 
^"Pasha took with him to Syria in 1860. Who could then have 

* supposed that this yonng soldier, belonging to an Ottamanised 
' Greek family, would be called within thirteen years to the first 
' post in the Empire ! 

' The advent of Essad Pasha demonstrates yery clearly the 
fierce and persistence of the fixed idea of the Sultan, the new 
'Xiadrazam being greatly devoted to Prince Youssouf, and 

* intimately, bound up with his interests. 

' The dismissal of Mehemet Bushdi was brought about in- 
' dependently of any political motives and solely through a cabal 
f of the ladies of the palace, who found the young and brilliant 

* general to their taste. I cannot therefore, yet forecast the 
' nature of my relations with him. What vexes me in the mean- 

* while, is to see KhalU still in possession of his portfolio, and thus, 
'although his power is greatly shaken, enabled to continue his 
'silly intrigues against Slavism. 

' This minister last week sent word to the Exarch that ihe 
'Porte was firmly resolved to authorise the Patriarchate to send 
' its bishops to all the Bulgarian Exarchies. This communication 
' so greatly afflicted Mgr. Anthimos that he would have fallen iU, 
' had I not endeavoured to reassure him with a promise of the 
' decisive support of our goveroment. By my advice, he made 

* reply to Ehalil through the medium of his vicar, that, seeing 
' the complaints and protests which were reaching him from all 

* the Bulgarian Exarchies, he feared that the arrival of Greek 
'bishops would create great disorders ; and that he consequently 

* threw all the responsibility of what might happen upon those 
'who, against his advice, might have recourse to that measure. 

' Our friends at Toultcha have carried out the orders we gave 
' them some weeks ago. They have got the Bulgarians of 
^Toultcha to sign an address to the Metropolitan of Roustchouk 
'protesting against the annulment of the Firman. This protest 
'has already produced a great impression here, and it is to be 
'^ hoped that this and other demonstrations of the same kind, 
'. which are in course of preparation in Bulgaria and Fhraoe, will 
' prevent Khalil from precipitating matters, if they do not even 

* have the effect of making him lose the seat which he so un- 
' worthily occupies at the Council of Ministers. 

' If these demonstrations do not suffice to give us the victory, 
' I shall have recourse to the ultima ratio — ^the cotillon* 

' The dust which I have managed to throw into the eyes of 
'the commission of enquiry at Boustchouk has succeeded, if not 

* completely, at any rate in part. The members of the commis- 
''sion are now persaded that all that affair was got up and carried 
^ through by the Bulgarian emissaries from Bacharest. I trust 
^ that in the end it will be acknowledged at St. Petersburgh that 
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' I was in the rig1it» especially when it is seen how easily we- 
< oontrive to save appearances.' 

(Translated from Bnssian.) 

In order not to tire the attention of the reader we will close 
with the aboTe letter the first series of documents which we 
have undertaken to present to the public. An instructive lesson, 
is to be derived from it. One sees a personage invested with 
high functions, and sheltered with diplomatic inviolability, 
placing at the disposal of an intrigue, a plot, all the powerfuT 
elements of action which he owes to his privileged position. He- 
conspires against a friendly government to which he is accredited. 
Oan there be a more serious crime ? Is it not absolutely equiva- 
lent to a violation of territory ? A soldier passes a frontier with' 
his gun on his shoulder ; it suffices to provoke a fearful war 
between two States. What then should be the consequences of 
the introduction of an army of foreign agents who come to foment 
disturbances and lay trains for the explosion of civil war ? It is 
true, as the writer of this letter so naively lets us know, that no 
handle can be obtained against him, *' seeing how easily we con- 
trive to save appearances I " 

VI. 

We have now been let into the intimate confidence of the 
guiding spirit. Let us next descend a degree in the hierarchy, 
and watch step by step how the plan of operations has been^ 
carried out in its most essential details. 

No. 11. 

Cyphered dispatch from Mr. . . , Consul at Scutari, ta 
the Committee at Vienna, dated 8/20 August, 1872. 

'The imprisonment of the Albanians who would not, or 

* rather, who could not deliver to the Turkish authorities these 
^rnost influential chiefs of the Mirdites, has -produced in the 

* country a great effervescence, which, I am inclined to believe, 
' will end by creating an untoward influence on the relations of 

* Monten^o with the Christians of this province. These last, 

* irritated by the ever-increasing oppression of the Turks, and 

* observing Uie apparently impassible demeanour of the Montene- 

* grin Qovemment, which they attribute to a sentiment of fear, 
'may become reconciled with the Turks, and prove to be as- 

* exasperated against the Montenegrins as they have hitherto been» 

* devoted to their interests. 
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' Id order fco remedy ibis state of tbings as far as possible I 
' baTO sent two of our friends to tbe Mirdites and tbe neigb- 
' boaring tribes witb presents in money and some arms. My 
^ agents are cbarged to sootbe oar allies witb promises of a speedy 
' solution of tbeir disputes witb tbe Turks. 

' As regards tbe policy of Montenegro I bave recommended 
' my agents to explain to tbe cbief Sbion tbat Prince Nicbolas 
' is ready to fall upon tbe Turks, and tbat be is only waiting 
* till tbe latter afibrd bim a plausible pretext for commencing 
^Jbostilities.' 

(Translated from Bnssiaa). 

Tbe above document, like all tbose wbicb will follow, is full 
of revelations touobing tbe distribution of arms and money ta 
tbose destined to rise in revolt. It would fatigue tbe reader ta 
be stopped at every moment by long critical reflections. We 
sball tberefore confine ourselves to throwing in relief, by a few- 
short remarks, tbe salient points of each dispatch. 

There is nothing more remarkable in these documents than 
tbe cynicism .with wbich tbe writers, in tbe midst of the most 
overwhelming admissions of the work on which they are 
engaged, speak as if tbe agitation which they have exerted them- 
selves to produce is the result of Turkish oppression, and not of 
tbeir own tnancBuvres. 

No. 12. 

Extract's of a cyphered dispatch from Mr. . . ,, Consul 
at Seraievo to the Committee at Vienna, dated 10/22 August, 
1872. 



* All these changes have at last completely discredited the 

* government in the minds of the population, who already feel, 

* without any necessity to impress it on them, that deliverance will 

* come to them from ServiUy free and strong through the support of 

* Riissia, 

* The conflict at Kolasbin has so alarmed tbe Turks that they 
' bave concentrated eight battalions in the direction of Albania 
•and Herzegovina, it remains to be seen, however, whether 

* this measure of precaution will suffice to arrest the aggressive 

* movements which are in preparation on both sides,* 

(Translation from Bussian.) 

" Tbe aggressive movements which are in preparation on 
both sides!" The avowal is one to be remembered, in con- 
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Beotion with tLe idea that " deliTemnce will come &om 
free and strong through the support of Ruesia." 

No. 13. 

Extract of a ciphered dispatch from Mr, . . . 
Consul at Mostar, to the Coaimitteo at Vienria, dated . 

August, 1872. 

' The agent wbom I sen! to Nicksich anil Popovo n 
' this morning bringing several petitions from the inha 
' addressed to the Imperial Government. 

' Aflor exposing in detail all that they have to endure 
* hands of the Mussulman authorities Our co-religionists i 
' the clemency of the Imperial Government, and ask eithei 
' taken into Russia where they may dwell secure from perse 
' or else the means to fight against the enemy of our religic 
' to throw off a yoke which has become too odious to . 
'longer supportable. , ^ 

' The sums of money which I have sent to the relatioi, 
'friends of Cocacerwich have enabled 18 of them to procE 
'Montenegro and to pla«e themselves at. the disposal o 
' Commander of the valiant Montenegrin bands. Aa ti 
' others, being nnahle to leave the country on account of _ 
' families, they have hegged those who went to Montenegro to 
' send them, as soon as they can, gunpowder, to enable them to jfij 
'fo arms at the first call of Prince Nicholas.' 

The "Imperial Government" here in question is not, as 
will be understood, tha,t of the legitimate Sovereign of the 
petitioners ; it is to a foreign Sovereign that the populations aro 
incited to address their petitions, and it is the Consul of that 
foreign Sovereign who corrupts them by distributions of money 
to enable them to take service in the army of the future enemy 
of their country 1 

No. U. 

Extract of a cyphered dispatch from Mr. . . . Consul at 
Seraievo to the Committee at Vienna, dated 21st August (2 
September), 18?2. 

' The festival at Belgrade has prodnced an escellent imprcs- 
' aion everywhere. The patriots of Seiaievo have been so 
' electrified by it that several notables have come to see mn 
'declaring their readiness to devote the half of their fortune 
'for the armament of the volunteers in case of a war between 
' Turkey and Servia, 

'Finding them in this frame of mind I have thought 
'myself called upon to congratulate them on their patriotic 



JL^ 



> 



bussia's work in tubkey. 33 

amenta, and to promise HuU I would inform the Imperial 
mnment of them. I have endeavoured to soothe their 
lis with regard to the imminence of war, remarking" that if 
talities do not hegin now, that does not mean that they are 
^nitely postponed, ... I explained to them that Servia, 
ich is preparing seriously for an approaching war, will 
aire the co-opei-ation of all her children. You will do well 
ref ore to carry out your plans oj armament, 

* After long discussions which we had together they decided 
send two members of their society to Belgrade, to place in 
jnce Milan's hands the money which they desire to give to the 
mUry,' 

(Translated from Russian.) 

The '* country " of the Bosniacs is the principality ovei^ 
!fib reigns he who will one day declare war against theii^ own 
SPeign ; for hostilities are far from being '* indefinitely post- 
ed," the ConsTjl has declared it in the paternal discourse 
f^ ie with the view of keeping them "electrified." The foreign 

nperial Government " to whom Europe is indebted for the 
•py readiness of the populations to revolt,- comes in here with 
unparalleled a propose # 

No. 15. 

Cyphered dispatch from [Mr. . . . Vice-Oonsul at Bagusa 
to the Committee at Vienna, dated 26 August, (6 September), 
1872. ' 

'After four months' absence, C . . » arrived yesterday at 
' Mostar, bringing several letters and petitions from the inhabit- 
'ants of Herzegovina, addressed to the Imperial Ministry of 
'Foreign Affairs, and to the higher functionaries at St. 

* Petersburg. 

' Thanks to the zeal and savoir faire of C . . . the Monten- 

* ^rin cause has gained ground in that country, where even the 

* Catholics begin to be accustomed to the idea of one day 
' becoming subjects of Prince Nicholas. 

* I hope soon to be able to transmit to the Committee tho 

* interesting and detailed account of his journey and of his. con- 

* versations with the monks and the most influential proprietors 

* in the country. As to the letters and petitions for St. Peters- 

* burg I have sent them direct to the Asiatic Department.' . 

' This morning two agents of the Servian Society, ' Malada 

* Srbadia ' arrived here. They came to see me, and they told 
' me that the chiefs of the Society instructed them to visit the 
•* convents of Herzegovina and Dalmatia, and establish there 
^jpopular libraries,* 
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The "popular libraries" play an important part in the- 
conspiracj, as will appear by the doenments farther on. 

Cyphered dispatch of Mr. . . . Consul at Bagnsa, to the- 
Committee at Vienna, 28 August (9 September), 1872. 

* Prince Kh . . ., who arrived here the A&j before yester- 

* day, is already at Cettigne. On his way he was not only able 
' to see the princely family, but to converse with several of our* 
' friends in this city. 

'His arrival at Cattaro having coincided with that of 
' Y . . . it was easy for me to arrange that they should travel 
' together to Montenegro, and Mr. Ehilkoff writes to me that 

* they intend proceeding from thence into Bosnia. 

* I have received the 10,000 florins from tJie Central Committeey 

* and shall make it my duty to carry out, as soon as possible, its 

* decision uith regard to the new agency at Budna. As to the aid 
' destined for the Montenegrins I have requested M. Kh . • . to- 
< remit to Prince Nicholas 8,000 florins, which his highness will 

* distribute to the most necessitious families.' 

Here is a consul who " makes it his duty " to carry out the 
orders of a secret society, and undertakes to distribute the sums 
which that society devotes to the budget of che meditated in- 
surrection. As to Prince Ni#iolas he is truly a grand seigneur » 
He distributes aid to his distressed subjects by three thousand 
florins at a time ; but it is the same society which furnisher 
him the means for this lavish generosity. 

No. 17. 

Cyphered dispatch from Mr , Consul General at 

Belgrade, to the Committee at Vienna, 1/13 December, 1872. 
' 1 have the honour to announce to the Committee at 

* Vienna, that, in conformity with the instructions of the Central 

* Committee dated the 18/30 August, the formation of the- 

* Society of Liberation is in full progress. M. Kistich having 

* accepted the provisional presidency, all the officers of the 

* regular army in the principality, and a considerable number of 

* those of the National Militia, have hastened to inscribe their 

* names on the list of members of the Society. 

' The day before yesterday and yesterday there was such- 

* an influx into the offices of the provisional managers, that we 
' have been obliged to open three new agencies : 

' 1. At the offices of the •* Mlada Srbadia." 
' 2. A.t the National Casino. 
/ 8. At the house of M. Leschjanin. 

* To-day I am sending our J ... to Seraievo, where he- 
'will consult with the Imperial Consul, with a view to^ 

* beginning our Work in Bosnia. 
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* Emissaries whom the ''Mlada Srbadia*' Society aie 
^ sending into Bosnia and Herzegovina : — 

* 1. D . . . (priest). 
'2. A . . . (monk) 

9« 1J • • • (J • • • 

4* KJ • m • *jL • • a 

* 6. M . . . F . . . 
*6. M . . . S . . . • 

(Translated from Russian.) 

The spectacle of a Consul-General who, *'in conformity, 
with the instructions of the Central Committee/' acts with a 
view to operations in Bosnia and elsewhere, is truly edifying. 
That official will, no doubt, feel obliged to us for not having 
disqualified his acolytes for service in some future contingency 
by publishing their names at full length. 

No. 18. 

■ 

Cyphered dispatch from the Central Committee, to th& 
Committee at Vienna, dated St. ^ Petersburg, 2/14 September, 
1872. 

* By order of His Imperial Highness Monseigneur.' our 
' august President, the Committee at Vienna is invited to send 

* two plenipotentiary agents to Neusatz, in order to take part in 
^ the conferences which will be held by the chiefs of the national 

* party for choosing candidates to stand for the future elections 
< of the Servian Patriarch. At the same time you will have to 
' send some zealous and intelligent agents into Bosnia and 
' Herzegovina, and these will have to consult with the 
'emisssaries of the '' Mlada Srbadia'' for the formation of 
^popular libraries. If the Committee has not at its disposal 
' persons capable of fulfilling this task, they can address 
'themselves to the Imperial Consuls at Bagusa and Serai'evo, 

* and to the Vice- Consul at Mostar, who will choose the desired 
' agents. These agents, whilst keeping a watch over the 

* proceedings and language of the Servian emissaries, will 

* proceed to form in the country a secret society whose 

* members will bind themselves to fly to arms at the first signaU' 
*• and to present themselves whereever they may be directed to 
' do so by the chiefs of the Cential Committee.' 

(Translated from Bussian.) 

O I Monseigneur ! you who preside in so " august " a 
manner the Committee in which these conspiracies are cen- 
tralised, make your mind easy ; your *^ Imperial Consuls ^' will 
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4'/ff^Af*A ^.tiynMh ^ Mr. . . . CmrI as 

^ f ^r^iH^ fUv fffp0rm j^m that tc* CoosBittee wX 
ffMYfffiC ^'♦'^v^U/f T . . . . P. , . .anl B. . • . B. . 

f';///^^// /</ i^/(Mr hftntiU in fpr^ to ptopajg at e in tboae iiarta Hie 
H/A«//f ih^ ''MMa 0rba4ia'' ao4 to cataWrii bnmciies of 
U^/f ^i//ii/f^i#i Hi(^$^.y t$i^^f ihcrtte f;eatiemen left Soria on tiie 
4/10 lu^fii 1m ilufir i^innium. 

* T, , , , Vi , , will mffceed in the first JnatancB to 
WmtiMiouk, miitnnptmUii iy Joran B. , . . amd Bogow 
l^ , , , 

* U, i i i will liifiv M^imo dsyff in the neigbbonrhood of 
\\(\(\\iii wli«<rii )m Will )k) joiniKl by our feUow-conntrynien 
Hf I I f 1 liANit K^riihtrnfm having called on me to take my in- 
iilfuHhitiH )wUmi ihiilr ditpartnro, 1 ffave them letters for our 
(loMNiil (i<fiM<ml ai itouMtchonkf hh also 250 francs to each. 

(Translated from IluHsian.) 

No. 20. 

()y|ili(M'i<il iliMpnlolt of Mr. » . ., Oonsul at Seraievo, to 
(liM OMiniitlMiiui at VUmua datod 24 October (6 I^ovember), 
IHYU. 

* »l , , I wriltm io lun from Haiija-Luka, under date of the 
* IH/)10 IumUviiIi, (IiivIi lit) thidM iiimsolf obliged to leayethe country 

l\^' Morvd^ InuMOtUuliiOy, IUm Journoy fVom this to Banja-Luka 
luu bm^h i^Ovoiod wKU k^h^M mllbuUy in consequence of the 
HSuKiMh mUiMiOiM m\\ mtMim«i4| who have be^n scouring the 
\^^M\t\\v \\\ ^V\^\\\^ \\\\\\\\m\i^ of latt^ Had ho not taken with him 
wwv M ^ M^ \\m\\\ luvv^ hotm uu)Hmible for him to readi 
llml lowu walV MMd K>mHdi W^ y<^ twioo evc^n on the point of 
Mi^^ l«^U*\ >\v \\\^ ^\\\\\^\\ \^>\\<^x who hav^ latterly been aent 
\\\\\ ^\\\^\ S\\<^ Y^\\\A\\^ v^U^my ^vf Uu) oouutrr. and he was 
svu\,\ hI^U^ I\^ x'UuUv k\\t\\\ %\\w^\\^^y hU }VNv»»u«a of mind and hk 

^ XnWuN* at \^IM^ tv^U ^^v w>M^ than Ih^r w«<« 
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* Bticeeeded his former apathy, forms an obstacle which It is im- 
' possible at present to surmount. In the meanwhile J . . . 

* has received new instructions from Kragujewatz enjoining him 

* to re-cross the frontier as soon as possible, in order to be 
' present at the extraordinary assembly of the Srbadia which 
' will take place towards the first days of November (n.s.). It is 

* M . . . who will remain in his place, and as his presence 

* (especially under the name which he goes by here) cannot excite 
^ any suspicion, it is to be hoped that the mission confided to 
' J . . • will be brought to a successful issue. 

* The day before yesterday two Montenegrins arrived here- 

* They have been sent by B ... P ... to come to an under^ 

* standing with the council of the bishopric as to the number of 
^ the pupils whom the diocese of Mgr. Paissios may be sending 
^ shorbly to the seminary at Gettigne. I greatly doubt whether 

* Mgr. Paissios has the power to do anything in that sense. This 
^ worthy prelate has been for some time past in great disfavour 

* with the Turkish authorities, and he will do well (as I have 

* told him) to avoid any step which might cause him to forfeit 

< altogether the confidence of the Turks, and lead to his dis- 

* missal when he would doubtless be replaced by some Phana- 

< riote, a worthy rival of the ex-metropolitan Dionysius.' 

^ . . (Translated from Russian). 

What a misfortune truly if that gallows-bird J . . . had not 
reached Banja-Luka safe and sound, and if the ** worthy " pre- 
late Paissios, assisted by his " patriotic clergy,*' had had to 
celebrate masses for his unclean soul ( As for the Turkish 
authorities their effrontery is unparalleled ; they are capable of 
replacing that sainted prelate and conspirator by some *' Phana- 
riote " bishop, unworthy enough to feel a respect for the laws. 

No. 21. 

Cyphered despatch from Mr. . , ., Vice- Consul at 
Mostar, to the Committee at Vienna, dated 1/1 3 November, 1872. 

* I hasten to acknowledge receipt of the packets 418 and" 
' 419, which I have forwarded immediately to their address. 

' Having received at the same time the 750 ducats destined 

* for the families at Popovo, who suffered last year from the 

* Turkish Persecutions, I communicated with our friend Y . . . 

* with a view to his undertaking the distribution of the same. 

* As this gentleman cannot proceed to those parts at once I have 

* found myself obliged to transmit the above sum to the Imperial 

* Consulate at Hagusa, which has every means of getting the 

* money conveyed without impediment to its destination. 

* 1 have received a letter from Y , . . announcing: his ar- 

* rival at Trebigne. He will only remain there a few days, and 
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' will be bere early next week, It seems tbat bit) joumey has 

* been perfectly suocessful, and that be bas no longer encountered 
' at buttorina the obstacles which formerly caused so much. 
^ annoyance to C . . . From this place be ^mU. proceed, he tells 
' me, to Banja-Luka, and perhaps as far as the Austrian frontier.' 

These packets, Nos. 418 and 419, set ns a pondering, As to 
the 720 ducats, which the Committee sendi to the Vice-consul, 
we are now accnstomed to that sort of thing ; it is no longer 
worth while to comment on the fact. 

No. 32. 

Cyphered dispatch from Mr. . . . Yice-cunsul at Hostar to 
the Committee at Vienna, dated 10/22 November, 1872. 

* It was only the day before yesterday tbat I received the 
' dispatch of 18/30 October, with the paodamation of V ... I 

* immediately sent for our friend J • . . and, after having oom- 
' municated to him jour wishes, I gave into bis bands a copy of 

* the proclamation. The different copies were ready by yestor^ 

* day evening, and to-day our friend has been distributing them 

* among the most influential of our partizans, 

* As to what concerns the Bishop Procopius, I have sent an 

* article against him to Cettign6 with a letter to B . . . begging 

* him to get it published in the Cesnogorac. 

* After the appearance of tnis article we shall be able to 
' begin with greater effect our propaganda against that unworthy 
' prelate, and it will no longer be difficult to conquer the resist 

' ance of those whose timidity has so greatly hampered us in the 

* accomplishment of our wishes.' 

The Bishop Procopius has only to take care and sit properly, 
if your article is as well considered as your moral is easy ; that 
" unworthy prelate,'* after the "propaganda" which will follow 
your Vice-consular labours as a litterateur, may simply be con- 
sidered as a lost man. What a worthy dignitary of the Church he 
would have been, on the other hand, had he only chanced to be 
bom with some Slavic sentiment in his soul. 

No. 23. 

Cyphered dispatch from Mi. . . ., Consul at Scutari, to the 
Committtee at Vienna, dated 12/24 November. 1872. 

* Our position here is becoming more and more intolerable. 

* Notwithstanding the considerable number of partizans we have 
' among the mountaineers, and foi all that the emissaries of Prince 

* Nicholas, who incessantly travel about the country in every 

* direction, can do, we find it very difficult to struggle against the 
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^intriffues of Shevket. That Turk inspires every one with so 
' great a terror that it is impossible to think of creating a 

* diversion in favour of Montenegro. 

^ It would be well for the interests of our brethren by raoe^ 
' were the Committee to write to Constantinople in support of 

* my last report to His Ezcellency the Ambassador. The removal 

* of Shevket can alone preserve the country from great calamities 
*' and fructify our efforts in favour of this people, so worthy of 
"* our best protection.' 

What an intriguer is this '' Shevket 1 " that he dare to give 
trouble to the promoters of disturbances in the province which 
he administers 1 One must be indeed a Turk to be capable of 
such conduct. But he will have to deal with the influence of His 
Excellency, the Ambassador, and he would be a rash man who 
would give ten para's for Skevet's place. 

No. 24. 

Cyphered dispatch from the Central Committee at St. 
Petersburg to Mr. . • . , Consul at Salonica, under date of 
:N'ov. 14/26, 1872. 

The Central Committee has the honour to announce to you 
that, by order of His Imperial Highness our illustrious Presi- 
dent, the agency at Mount Athos is to be transferred into an 
Organizing Committee. 

This Committee will have for its mission :— 

1. To establish in the convent named " Roussikon" a depot 
of aitng and munition of war; 

2. To send into Macedonia, Thrace, Bulgaria^ and Old Servia 
emissaries charged to distribute hooks and money, and to enrol 
partizans of the Slavic cause and volunteers for the patriotic move- 
ment, 

3. To establish in the peninsula of Athos Russian and 
Bulgarian colonies, with a view to transforming that territory 
into an essentially Slavic country. To this eud you will neglect 
no means to disposses the Greeks, within the space of some years, 
of all the convents and lands of Athos which still remain in 
their possession. 

The Organising Committee will have at its disposal annually, 
the sum of 50,000 roubles, whose employment ivill be controlled by 
the Imperial h. mhassy at Constantinople. 

* The direction of the Committee will be confided to the 

* Imperial Consul at Salonica who will be bound to reside during 

* half the year at Athos. In his absence the Presidency will 
pass to the Reverend Father Hieronymus to whom will be 
adjoined three of the monks whom you have recommended to 
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* the protection of the Committee, Bamely, the Fathers Macarias 

* (of Boussikon), and Benjamin and Stephen (of Lavra)/ 

His Imperial Highness the August President of the Central 
Committee began to see things clearly aboat this time. 
When the Boussikon shonld have become a depot of arms, and 
a centre from which money would be distributed, and where the 
enrolment of volunteers would be carried on ; when the Russian 
monks should have expelled the Greek monks to an extent which 
would allow the former to act freely in the neighbourhood, it 
would then become easy to carry on the work of agitation, and 
to raise disturbances in the country which might have the effect 
even of causing the assassination of Consuls — the event, indeed, is 
there to fill with pride the august personage who has shown him- 
self to have been so far-sighted. 

No. 25. 

Cyphered dispatch from M . . ,, Consul at Scutari, to- 
the Committee at Vienna, 17/29 November, 1872. 

' B . . . P . . . has just informed me of the return 

* to Cettinye of the two agents whom he sent four months 
' ago into Southern Albania. 

' The mission confided to these two emissaries was, as you 
' know, to travel over the country beyond Dulcigno and to extend 
' the influence of Montenegro in those parts. Thanks to the 
' cleverness of B . . ., and especially to the pecuniary 
' means placed at his disposal by order of the Central Com- 
' mittee, this mission has been crowned with success. 

* Preaching everywhere the holy war against the enemies 
' of Slavo- Albanian independence, B . . . and his associate 
' liad at the same time to speak against the Bulgarians in order- 

* not to arouse the somewhat Philhellenic sentiments of the 
' Albanians. This line of conduct, as clever as it was wise, has 

* won over to the Montenegrin emissaries tue confidence of the 

* ignorant population of the Guegae districts, and we have 

* grounds for hoping that the money so generously expended ont 
' this occasion will bear good fruit by and bye. 

^ It is only in the diocese of Janina that B . . . failed ins 
'his efforts. The influence of the Greek Archbishop at that 

* town is so great that our friend had to stcjp short at the first 
' words spoken in the sense of his mission. Porseeing unpleas- 
' antness and even betrayal, he found it advisable to turn back 
' and join his associate who was awaiting him for ten days in the 
' neighbourhood of Vallona. 

* In communicating to me these details, B . . . p . , '^ 
' added that, according to B . . . the influence of R . . . 
^ P . . . in the country is so insignificant that the inhabitants 
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* of several districts in Epirus have lately sent back to. Trieste 
'the uumbers of the Clio which took up the defence of the 

* Phereistes against the attacks of the English party at Corfu. 

' M. G. . . . seems to be indulgmg in great illusions with 
' I'egard to the imporfcance and the prospects of his task, which 

* will beyond all doubt meet with the same fate as the mission of 

* our agents at Corfu and in Epirus in 1870. 

'Before working upon the inhabitants of that province it 
' would, according to Prince Nicholas (and I entirely share his 

* oj)inion), be necessary to contrive that the Archbishop of Janina 
^ be replaced by a more ambitious and less philo-Tm'k prelate 

* than the present one. Otherwise, we should be turning round 
' in a vicious circle, and the more money we disburse the more 
' we shall be compromising our cause in those countries.' 

This Mr. B . . ., at whose disposal appreciable ** pecuniary 
means " are placed, and who is so successful, seems to us to be 
after all but a very poor creature. It is instructive to observe 
how easily he can bring himself to disavow when circumstances 
require it, his good friends the Bulgarians. It is to be regretted, 
at the sam« time, that this worthy man should have found at 
Janina so ** unambitious " a Bishop as the one who offers so 
serious an impediment to the progress of the sacred cause. 
What a ** worthy prelate " would this Bishop have been found 
hpid he shown himself ambitious to possess himself of some of the 
*' pecuniary means " at the disposal of the excellent M. B. . . . f 

Cyphered dispatch from the Committee at Vienna to Mr. 
.... Consul at Seraievo, 18/25 December, 1872. 

* The Committee at Vienna have just sent to the Consul- 

* General at Belgrade the sum o/jES. 1,400, with a request to have 

* it conveyed to you by the first favourable opportunity. This 
' amount has been assigned by the Central Committee to the orthodox 

* population of Bosnia^ with a view to enabling it to sustain vigorously 
*• the struggle against the Phanarioto clergy, and against tJie ever- 

* increasing despotism of Turkish rule. You are consequently 
' requested to arrange with Monseigneur Paissios and the notables 
' who are devoted to our cause as to the best and most efficacious 

* employment of the above amount. 

* In communicating to you this decision of the central com- 
^ mittee, we think it necessary to add that you are perfectly free to 

* give a part of the sum in question to such of the Catholic Monks 
^ as may possess influence over the Bosniac population. As we 

* have it in view to confirm the ties of a good understanding which 

* has latterly become established between the principal members of 

* the clergy of the two churches, it would give us great happiness 

* were the abbots of the catholic convents to support with their in- 

* fluence the propoganda of the orthodox clergy for the vindication 

* of their rights. 

D 
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' An identical dispatch has just been sent to the Yice-Consul at 

* Mostar, who will receive jBS.SOO, via Eagusa/ 

It is clear that the Turkish Government, which does not make 
remittances in pounds sterling to he laid out in the purchase of 
partizans, cannot hut he an oppressive government. As to the 
catholic clergy of Bosnia, whose good understanding with thu 
Eossian clergy there is so much anxiety to cement, must we believe 
that it has not read the history of the Catholic Church in Poland, 
nor heard of the odious politico-religions pasquinades of 
Siestrencewitz and Siemasko ? 

No. 27. 

Cyphered dispatch of Mr. . . . Vice-Consul at Mostar, to 
the Committee at Vienna, dated 14/26 December, 1872. 

' Yesterday Mr. B B , the principal agent of 

' the Committee of National Initiative arrived here. An hour after 

* his arrival he presented himself at the Consulate to deHver to 
'me a letter from Mr. A. . . . D. . . ., and to place himseK at 
' my disposal. 

* The Secretary of the Committee writes to me, that the two 

* Agents sent a couple of months ago into Herzegovina, having 

* failed in their mission, the Committee has deemed it advisable to 
' entrust Mr. G. . . with the same undertaking, • and to put him 
' in direct communication with myself and Mr. C. . . . 

* So far as I am able to judge, the choice of the Committee 
' has been a more happy one this time than last. Mr. G. . . 

* set to work on the very day of his arrival here, and we may 
' assure ourselves of the success of his mission. As he starts 

* to-morrow he leaves in his place at Mostar the eldest of the 
' masters of the orthodox school, who enjoys a certain degree of 
' consideration in the country, and is greatly devoted to us. 

* Thanks to the zeal of this last person and to the savoi •• 
' faire of Mr. P. . . . ., the bishop Procopius was unable to 

* find out anything. I believe he is even completely ignorant 
' of the arrival of the Servian agent, 

* After having travelled over the Eastern parts of Herze- 

* govina, T . . . . will proceed to Seraievo which he will reach 
« towards the beginning of February. As it is then that the 
' Committee of Initiative will be in possession of the arms for 
' distribution to the volunteersj P thinks he is sure of 

* being able then to complete the enrohnent and to hand over to 

* the new delegates from Belgrade the lists of volunteers with 

* their signatures.' 

"Distribution of arms," ''enrolment of volunteers," 

such has been the unceasing employment ol a certain diplo- 
matist for ten years past. And the cabinet for which this 
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diplomatist was acting is no other than the one which re- 
proaches Turkey with the insurrections thus prepared and 
fomented by its agents. 

Cyphered dispatch of Mr , Consul at Tiume, to the 

Committee at Vienna, 18/25 January, 1878. 

'I have just received a letter from Mr. M. . . who 
^ announces the departure of his secretary for Banja-Luka. 
' The object of his journey is to establish direct communications 

* between the Orthodox Clergy of Austrian Servia and that of Bosnia^ 

* with the view of the ultimate reunion of those countries und^r 

* the sams ecclesiastical authority, 

' The Montenegrin emissary L . . . arrived here four days 

* 1^0. His journey across Bosnia was a real Odyssey, whichhe will 
' relate to you himself soon, for he will be leaving for Vienna in 

* eight days. As he was unable to accomplish his mission in 

* Bosnia owing to the great vigilance of the Turkish police, he 

* has made over the task to his friend M ... of Livno. 

' The pamphlets avid the pi'ayer books which the Committee 
^ despatched a month ago reached me yesterday. I will send 
^ them into Bosnia by the first favourable opportunity.* 

The methods by which Bussia effected a Bulgarian 
secession from the Greek Church, and her object in so doing, 
are matter of history. We here recognize the same method and 
the same object in the project of an union under the same 
authority of the orthodox clergy of Austria with that of Bosnia. 
Let the Austrian Government take warning. ^ 

No. 29. 

Cyphered dispatch from Mr. . . ., Consul at Scutari, to th 
Committee at Vienna, dated 15/27 January, 1878: — 

* R . . . has sent me a copy of two circular letters whicli 
'the Albanian refuyees in Montenegro have addressed to then* 
^fellow-countrymen. The writers of these circulars, after 

* setting forth the causes which have obliged them to expatriate 

* themselves, advise the Albanians to forget their internal dis- 

* sensions and to unite themselves firmly with a view to combat 

* the oppressor of their country as soon as their valiant allies, 
' the Montenegrins, shall enter Albania. 

' These circulars, one of which is intended for the Servian- 
' Albanians, and the other for the inhabitants of the southern 

* districts, are filled with expressions of gratitude towards the 

* princely Government of Montenegro for the cordial and 
' fraternal reception which it has given them and their families 
' in the Principality. His Highness, according to what R . . . 

* writes me, has ordered several thousand copies of these 
' circulars to be printed and sent into Albania by special emissaries. 
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<I learn from Prisrend that the Greco- WaUaohians in 
' those parts are agitating strongly to get the hishop removed,. 

< and that they do not hesitate to nse any calumny towards that 

* end. It is to he hoped, however, that the influence of the 

* Imperial Emhassy at Constantinople will preserve the country 

* from so great a misfortune.' 

On referring to a preceding dispatch from the Consul at 
Mostar, (No. 13), the reader will perceive that these so-called 
refugees in Montenegro were eighteen agents whom the said 
Consul had sent there sufficiently provided with funds to he ahle 
to promise supplies of gunpowder and arms to those of their 
accomplices who had to remain behind. The circulars signed by 
these emissaries have not come in to our hands. It would be curious 
to know whether the writers chose to set forth the true motives 
of their expatriation. 

No. 30. 

Cyphered dispatch of Mr. . . ., Consul at Seraievo, to 
the Committee at Vienna, dated 12/24 January, 1873. 

* The news from Prisrend continues satisfactory. Thanks 

' to the patriotism of Mgr. M the pretensions of the 

' Koutso-Wallachs have been energetically repelled by the mem« 
'bers of the community, and the Servian cause has triumphed 
' over the ambushes laid for it by the Phanariote clergy. The 

* arrival of Father A. . . . will, I hope, reanimate the courage 

* of our friends, and will enable the bishop to struggle with 
'greater strength against these new enemies of Slavism. As 

< Father A. . . . cannot remain long at Trisrend, he will 

* confide the cypher to the bishop who will henceforth correspond 

* with us direct. 

' The distribution of aid in money referred to in my last 
'dispatch took place on the 1/I3th instant, at Seraievo, and on 

* the 6/1 8th in the neighbouring districts. As to the arms and 

* munitions, 1 have given part of them to B. . . . who has 
' undertakm to distribute them among our friends at Fravnik. As 

* regards the remainder I shall await the first favourable oppor- 

* tunity for sending it on to Prisrend and Detchany.* 

The worthy bishop who does not scruple to correspond in 
cypher with secret societies and conspirator-consuls, is, we see 
exposed to the "ambushes of the Phanariote clergy." Side by 
side with this outburst of virtuous indignation, the distribution 
of the Committee's arms, gunpowder, and money far and wide in 
the Turkish provinces, is gravely recorded. 



No. 31. 



the 



Cyphered dispatch from Mr. . . ., Consul at Scutari, to 
Committee at Vienna, dated 7/19 February, 1873. 
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* Badovitcsh writes to me that it was the had weather that 
-'prevented the grand review which Prinoe Nicholas intended 

* holding at Tzemoevitohereka. The review will certainly take 
^ place nevertheless, for the delegates of the Albanian tribes 

'cannot make any long stay in Montenegro without ex- 
' posing themselves to ill treatment on the part of the Turkish 

* authorities. 

' The Prince received, towards the end of last month, three 
' priests, of whom, two from Glava and Stravisa, belonging to 
' the Orthodox Church, and one ftrom Biolli, a Catholic. They 
' came to Cettign^ to receive the svhsidtes which had been promised 
'them by the. Prince's Government. M. Badovich adds that 
' they have promised His Highness to conform in all particulars 
' to Uie instructions which were given to them last November. 

' No sooner was it founded than the fraternity at Dulcigno 
' enlarged its circle of action among the neighbouring tribes. 
' The Christian population of Alessio seems to be perfectly dis- 

* posed to a6t in common with that of Dulcigno.' 

Here we are again treated to the edifying spectacle of priests 
—one of them a Boman Catholic — " holding out the hand for 
Panslavic alms.'* We use the expressive terms in which, us oor 
readers will remember, the operation is described by the great 
almoner^ Mr. X. • . . himself. 

No. 32. 

Cyphered dispatch from Mr. . . ., Consul at Bagusa, t^ 
Mr. Y. . . , at Vienna, dated 16/28 December, 1872. 

' Prince Nicholas, having been informed of the late decisions 
'of the Central Committee with regard to Montenegro, has 
' requested me to convey to the Committee the expression of his 

* deep gratitude. At the same time he has caused to be handed 
' to me an autograph letter for His Highness Monseigneur * * 
' which I hasten to enclose herewith under flying seal, with the 
'request that your Excellency will please to forward it to its 
' high destination. 

' The letter in question being full of very interesting and 
' minute details respecting the state of the armaments in the 
'principality, I consider it useless to trouble your Excellency 
'further on that subject. I shall only add that B. . . . has 
' lately declao^ that he can do nothing as regards the munitions 

* without the authorisation of Opnicb.' 

(Translated from Bussian.) 

Whether Princt} Nicholas had real reason thus to testify '* his 
deep gratitude " to the Central Committee, is a question which 
the future has yet to show. In the meanwhile it is certain that 
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tliis powerful officiiia of Panslayic insurrection has f oand it it& 
interests, so far, to draw the petty princeling of Cettigne from, 
the obscnritj in which he woald otherwise have lired and died, 
and to make him the tool of its designs. 

As to the munitions which are alluded to at the close of 
this letter, it will be seen further on that they formed part of a 
large contract passed with the firm of Opnich at Trieste. 

No. 33. 

Cyphered despatch from Mr. . . ., Vice-Consul at Mostar, 
to the Uommittee at Vienna, 22 December, 1872 (o.s.). 

' I have just received a letter from B . . . . P . . ., who- 

* writes at Trebigne the 18/30th inst. He has completely suc- 
' ceeded in his mission, and has managed to come to an understand- 
*ing with all the chiefs of th^ districts which he has travelled 

* through, 

' The Archimandrite M . . ., to whom I had recommended 

' P . . ., has greatly assisted him in the accomplishment of his 

^ task. At the close of his letter he announces his departure for 

'Popovo, whence he will proceed on the following day to 

Niksich. 

' The chests 798-801, A.P.O.M. arrived here on the 19th 
instant. I have already distributed the contents of 799 to the 
persons designated to me, and shall not fail to forward the 
remainder to its destination.' 

No. 34. 

Cyphered despatch from Mr. . . ., Consul at Seraievo, ta 
the Committee at Vienna, 29 December, 1872 (o.s.). 

'I learn from Prisrend that the cause of the independent 
'church is making sensible progress there. The Father A . • . 
'left yesterday for Prisrend, and Monseigneur Paissios and I 
' entrusted him with several letters from Servia for the notables of 

* the country, as also with 1,000 francs for the. priests who so 
' courageously defend the national eause. 

*Mr. B . . .P . . . has written to me lately inquiring 
'after his agent L . . . Unfortunately, it is not in my 
' power to give any information on that head. I learn that that 
' Montenegrin went to Banja-Luka some weeks ago and left again 
' immediately. That is all I have been able to ascertain regarding 

* him, and I am completely ignorant as to whether he succeeded or 

* not in crossing the Austrian frontier. I have written to Agram 
'inquiring about the mysterious disappearance of this unhappy 

* patriot. It would be a great misfortune if he should have fallen 

* into the hands of the Turks, • 
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' I have taken the necessary measnies for proceeding, after the 
' holidays, to distribute the aid in money and munitions of war which 
' were forwarded to me from Belgrade at the beginning of this year, 
' and which I caused to be deposited in the grottoes which you know» 

* Haying succeeded in completely Itdling suspicion in this matter, 
'I was enabled last week to get the things in question trans* 
'ported hither, and I shall manage to distribute them without 
' hindrance. 

(Translated from Eussian.) 

The existence of a depot of " munitions of war *' established 
by the Consul " in the grotfoes which you know," is a fact so 
impressive in itself when taken with that of the breaking out of 
the insurrection two or three years later in that neighbourhood, 
that comment would appear superfluous. 

No. 35. 

Cyphered dispatch from Mr. . . . Consul at Scutari, to 
the Committee at Vienna, dated 2/13 January, 1873. 

* In conformity with the latest instnictiou>t which I have received 
^from the Committee at Moscow, I have despatched a special mes- 

* senger to Prisrend, to convey to the bishop the sum of 600 ducats, 

* as also the prayer books for the Bulgaro- Servian Church. 

' The energetic character and the patriotic sentiments of this 
'toorthy prelate lead us to hope that the national movement will 

* before long take a decisive turn. In order to give an impetus to 

* the movement I have yritten to our ageut at Detchany to use 

* every endeavour for bringing about a reconciliation between the 
' orthodox Servians and the Albanians of that district. As the 

* two members of the Kiero Committee will be in those parts to- 

* wards the beginning of spring, it is to be hoped that they will 
*' greatly contribute to the success of our plans, the more especially 

* since they will be amply provided with the sinews of action,* 

(Translated from Eussian.) 

It is an understood thing that the "worthy prelate" is 
invariably the bishop who, in obedience to Eussian policy, secedes 
from the established order of things; whereas the "imworthy 
jHielate ** is he who remains faithful to the orthodox Church. But 
a striking fact is to be noticed : it is always in the category of 
" worthy prelates ** that we find the hand stretched forth to take 
the vile lucre which pays sold consciences. 

The above dispatch, which so justly lays stress on the im.- 
portance of the " sinews of action " in the work of Panslavic 
propagandism, will close our second series of documents. 
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The Consul at Scutari here records that the acts "in con- 
formity with the instructiona which ho has received from the 
Committee at Moscow," and that in as unblushing a manner as his 
colleague at Serajtvo just now reported, not without a touch of 
pride, his success in " lulling suspicion " with regard to the consular 
tlep6U of munitions of war. 

It would offend the moral sense of the reader to comment on 
Huoh facta as these : — A whole country given up during six years 
to the dark intrigues of secret societies, whoso patrons are princes 
of Sovereign families, whose accomplices are privileged diplomatists 
and consuls, and whoso agents are dignitaries of the church, giving 
to their clergy the debasing example of simony. 

It is usual to reproach the Porte with these frequent outbreaks 
in his provinces which, like volcanic eruptions, tlireaten destruction 
over an area which no foresight can measure. In real conscience 
we believe that, after a perusal of the foregoing pages, but one 
sentiment can find a place in the mind of the reader,— that of sur- 
prise that the Empire which it is a conventional commonplace to 
represent as spontaneously falling to pieces, has had enough vitality 
to resist until now the powerful dissolvents which have been applied 
to its body politic with arts so insiduous and satanic. 

VI. 

We have let ourselves into the most intimate confidence of 
the big-wiga of Russian diplomacy, and we know the principles 
by which they are guided ; we have seen to what a formidable 
conspiracy they lent the support of their liigh position. We have 
next followed the details of the operations of their subordinates, 
whereby the plot was prepared to be put into execution. 

To complete the brief it will be sufQcient to plaee under the 
eyes of the reader, by way of specimen, some of the instructions 
and deliberations of the iuaurrectional committees, by whose 
tenonr chiefs and subalterns were ahke inspired. 

No. 86. 

Cypherod despatch trom the Central Committee to the 
Committee at Vienna, dated St. Petersburg, 9/21 August, 1872. 

'By order of His Imperial Highness Monseigneur * "■■ -■ , 
the Vienna Committee is enjoined to send all the sub-committees 
and agencies a circular dispatch to tranquihse our brethren by 
race with regard to tie false reports which our enemies are 
endeavouring to propagate among the Slavs concerning the 
interview of the three emperors at Berlin. 

' Sincerely devoted as it is to the Slavic cause, and ever 
interested in the prosperity and the future of our brethren by 
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'race, the Imparial Government in no wise entertains the idea 

* which is attributed to it by those secnlar enemies of Slavism, the. 

* Poles, to abandon the Slavs to their fate, and to bind them- 

* selves by a solemn treaty with Germany and Austria. 

* Whilst desirous of peace and of the consolidation of public 

* order in Europe, flussi^ will never allow herself to deviate 
'from the line of conduct which she has so gloriously in- 
' augurated since the accession to the throne of His Majesty the 

* Emperor Alexander 11. 

' You will write then to your agents desiring them to com- 
' municate to all our friends the tenour of the present dispatch, 
' at the same time assuring them that, notwithstanding her 
' profound desire for peace, Kussia will never leave her brethren 

* by race without aid and assistance, and that she remains, as in 

* the past, ready for every sacrifice in order to ensure them a 

* future worthy of the race to which we have, all of us, the 
' happiness to belong.' 

The "public order "whose "consolidation in Europe "is 
desired by Eussia is — ^let us not forget it — ^that order without 
equilibrium which enables her to work without danger, even 
were it by those means which may threaten the repose of that 
same Europe, to ensure to the Slavs " a future worthy of the 
race " to which the " august President *' of the Central Com- 
mittee has " the happiness to belong." 



No. 87. 

Cyphered dispatch from the Central Committee to the 
Committee at Vienna, dated 17/29 August, 1872. 

*By order of His Highness Monseigneur * * you are 

* enjoined to establish, as soon as possible, a special agency at 
^ Viddin. Its functions being already defined by the circular of 
'the Central Committee, dated the 25th July, 1871, § 3; the 

* Committee has only to add that by order of our Illustrious 
' President an extraordinary credit is opened in your favour for 
' 5,000 rubles, for the expenses of instalment and maintenance 

* of that agency up to the 1st January, 1878.* 

(Translated from Bussian^) 

• 
Viddin is one of the strongholds of the Turkish quadri- 
lateral. The solicitude of the Central Committee and of its 
'^ illustrious President " must necessarily be extended to it. To 
endow Viddin with a *' special agency," even at the cost of 
^,000 roubles per quarter^ was obviously a first-class necessity. 
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No. 88. 

Extract from the Minuted of the sitting of the Moscow 
Committee of 26 September (8 October), 1872. 

' The sitting was opened by Monsienr P . . . who read 
' oat a pamphlet lately published containing the biography o£ 

* A. H . . . Mr. A . . . having proposed to commemorate 
' the striking services rendered by the illustrious deceased to the 
' Slavic cause and Sclavic science, Prince B . . . A . . 

* Teh . . ., and the Secretary of the Committee N . . . 
' P . . . submitted to the approval of the Committee the 
' following propositions : — 

■ * 1. To found a bursary at the Slavic school of the nunnery 
' of Alexeyevsk for a young lady of Bulgarian nationality^ this 

* foundation to be called " the Bursary of A. H . . ." 

* 2. To open a subscription among the members of the 

* Sclavic Committees and Sub-committees towards a capital to 

* be applied to the foundation of a prize for the best works on 
' Servia. 

' 3. To publish, at the expense of the Committee, all the 
' unpublished writings of A. H . . . 

* These proposals were carried unanimously. 

' The Secretary, N. A. P . . ., communicated to the 
' members of the Committee the names of Slavic pupils newly 
' arrived in Russia, and admitted to the Crown schools since the 

* last sitting (of 22 July, o.s.) 

* After a speech by N. A . . ., on the urgent necessity 
^ of a moral union among all Slavs in order to combat the 
' enemies of Slavism, Mr. P . . . brought the sitting to a 
' close by inviting the effective members of the political section 

* of the Committee to pass into the chamber of secret sittings. 

* SECRET SITTING. 

* The sitting was opened by N. A. P . . ., who read out 
' the statement of receipts and expenditure for the 2nd quarter 

* of 1872. 

* RECEIPTS. 

ROUBLES. 

*1*». Government subsidy 66,666| 

*2*». Amount of various gifts * 2,874* 

*8^. Interest (at 5 per cent) of the capital of 60,000 roubles, 

bequeathed by Count Gregory C ... B 2,500* 

* 4**. liiterest of the amoants bequeathed by G . . . P . . ., 

&c., fonning together the sum of 18,400 roubles 920* 

Total 72,960| 
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< expenditube. 

BOUBLES. 

1^. Mamtenanoe of 216 bnnerB of the Committee at the Univer- 
flities and Special Schools, at the rate of 25 roubles per 
month each 21,600' 

* 2^, Ordinary expenses for the permanent agents in the Sdavic 

provinces of Auttn% and Turkey (65 persons) 13,000' 

* 8^. Extraordmarr expenses for emissaries in Bulgaria^ Gailicia, 

Bohemia^ and Hungarian Rusaia 2,500' 

' 4^. Cost and expenses of conveying] books and church f nmitnre for 

reading rooms, churches, and conrents in Turkey and 

Auitna 1,380* 

' 5^. Secret expenses of the President, in conformity with § 12 of 

the statutes 1,680* 

Total 40,110- 



* The surplus of 82,850-} roubles has served to cover almost entirely the deficit 

* of the preceding quarter (34,760-^ roubles). The remainder of the deficit 

* (1,939-} roubles) will be covered in the cours-i of thx preient quarter. 

* The same Mr. K. A. P . . . then presented to the mem*>ers of the Com- 

* mittee the photographic portrait of the Bulgarian Exarch. Anthimos. This 

* portrait has been sent by His Holinees to the Moscow Committee with his apostolic 

* benediction. 

* It was thereupon unanimously decided to have a coosidsrable number of 
' copies of the portrait taken for cUstribution among all the friends of the holy • 

* Bulgarian cause. As to the original portrait, it will be placed among those of the 
' illustrious men of Slavia. Upon the proposal of Prince T . . ., the Committee 
' decided to address to the Exarch, through the medium of the Imperial Embassy 

* at Constantinople, a letter of thanks and of assurances of the fraternal sentiments 
' of the Russian people towards aU the Slavs of Turkey, and especially towards the 
' Bulgarians who hold firmly aloft the Salvic flag against the intrigues of the 

* Phuiariotes.' 

The above budget, which, for one amongsfc the nnmerons 
committees established in Russia, Austria, Turkey and perhaps 
elsewhere, shows a revenue of more than 72,000 roubles a quarter 
(about £.S. 50,030 a year), affords an idea of the sacrifices which 
Flanslavism is making to attain its ends. In the face of this 
fact, one asks one's self how Turkey, a poor country, unversed 
in modern political practices, has held her own against efforts so 
prodigious. 

These general reflections are of more weight than the 
details of the budget, valuable as are the lessons which those 
details teach us. At the same time other cabinets than those 
of the Sultan have cause to be edified by the latter. We find, 
under the head of '* Expenses,*' items numbered 2, 8 and 4,. 
which serve to show that the Chancellor of Austro-Hungary was 
not aware whither he was conducting the affairs of his 
sovereign and his country when he made himself a complaisant 
arbitrator in the political suit brought on by the interesting 
clients of the *' ordinary " secret agents wMoh the Moscow 
Committee of Insurrection, for one, employs in Austria, without 
reckoning the ''extraordinary" agents with which that Com- 
mittee and aU the others favour the Anstro-Hungarian Empire.. 
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Notwithstanding the length of the above minute we have 
considered it essential to reproduce it in extenso. It comprises 
details which, it is true, are of no great interest, but it is the 
ensemhle which is instructive ; in that it gives an idea of the 
regular and orderly procedure of assemblies of this kind — of the 
method whereby ordinary sittings pass into secret ones, and of 
all the resources and powerful springs of action possessed by 
these dangerous associations, which an essentially conservative 
and monarchial Government does not hesitate to protect and 
encourage with a view to satisfy its ambitious projects. 



Nd. 89. 

Cyphered dispatch from Mr. . . ., member of the Central 
Committee, to the Committee at Vienna, dated 20 October 
(2 November) 1872. 

' By order of His Imperial Highness, Monseigneur our 
^August President, the Committee at Vienna is desired to send 
' two trustworthy men to Scutari and Banja-Luka. The person 
' who proceeds to Scutari will have the mission of arranging 
< with the Imperial Consul as to the safest means of reaching 

* the Mirdites. 

' The emissary in question must therefore be thoroughly 
^acquainted with the country and the language of the 
' Albanians. His mission will consist in the first place in th$ 
•^ distribution of relief to the members of the families which have 
' suffered from the late measures of rej/ression on the part of the 
■* Turkish authorities, and in the endeavour to raise the courage 
■* of the population by means of various presents and assurances 

* of a speedy and efficacious intervention of the European Powers 

* in their favour. Our Consul at Scutari will point out to your 
' agency the Catholic Monks and Priests who have been gained 
•* over to the Slavic cause, as also such of the chiefs as are un- 
■* doubtably favourable to the Slavic cause. After the accom- 
■* plishment of his mission, your agent wHl await at Scutari the 

* arrival of Mr. P. , . , who will be there by the beginning of 

* March to complete our topographical surveys, 

* As to the person who will have to proceed to Banja-Luka, 

* it would in our opinion be preferable to select him from among 
^ the subordinate members of the sub-committee at Belgrade. 
^You will thereupon write to Mr. . . . and will remit him 

* 1,500 florins which you will pass in account under the head of 
^ extraordinary expenses, § 2. The agent in question wUl have 

* to come to an arrangement with the clergy of those parts for 
' the establishment of a primary school. The books necessary 
-^ for this purpose will shortly be sent by the Central Committee. 
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' After having travelled through the country and worked in 

* foyonr of ecclesiastical autonomy ^ this agent will have to proceed 

* to Seraievo and to await there the alterior instructions of the 

* Oonsul-General at Belgrade.' 

(Translated from Bussian.) 

To "distribute relief to the members of the families which 
have suffered from the late measures of repression by the 
Turkish authorities " was in truth a good means of ''raising 
the courage," that is to say, of encouraging them not to cease 
the disorders which called for that '' repression." 

The Slav clergy, the Catholic Monks, every element of 
moral influence was combined to act upon the minds of the 
ignorant population, which was to be endowed with '' schools " 
where were to be instilled the principles of revolt, and the 
Consular authorities were to support with their prestige these 
sagaciously combined plans, contributing at the same time the 
fruits of their experience as to the men most deeply imbued with 
the spirit of insurrection^ Any means, moreover, were con- 
sidered legitimate to attain this end, the most unblushing false- 
hoods not excepted. The "promises of intervention by the 
European powers " were certainly well calculated to produce a 
great effect on those poor peasants, too ignorant to be capable 
of appreciating the stark falsehold of such allegations. Lastly^ 
let us point out the significance of the term *' ecclesiastical 
autonomy " which occurs in this dispatch. Does it not reveal 
the same fertility of resource iu the work of disintegration as 
that which has since invented the kindred device of adminis- 
trative autonomy ? 

No. 40. 

Cyphered dispatch from the Committee at Vienna to the 
Central Committee, dated 7/19 November, 1872. 

* The Committee at Vienna has the honour to inform you 
'that the instructions contained in the dispatch of His 

* Excellency Mr K. . . . dated St. Petersburg, 20 October 

* (2 November), are already in fall course of execution. Mr 
' A. . . . , whom the Committee has chosen for the mission 

* to Scutari, left Vienna the 4/1 6 instant, bearing a letter of 

* recommendation to the Imperial Consul at Scutari, to whom he 
'will moreover have to communicate a copy of the above» 
' mentioned dispatch from Mr K. • . • 

'Having telegraphed to Belgrade on the subject of the 
' Banja-Luka affair, the Committee has been informed in reply 

* that it is youDg D. . . . who will have to undertake the 
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* journey in question. We consequently remitted tHe day before 
^ yesterday to the Consulate-General at Belgrade 1,500 florins, 
' wbicli are entered in account under tlie head of extraordinary 

* expenses § 2, in conformity with the instructions of the 
-* Central Committee.' 

(Translated from Bnssian.) 

The writer of the previous dispatch is an Excellency ; the 
«boye, in reply to it, acqaaints us with the fact when it states 
that the instructions of the said Excellency have been promptly 
Attended to. Nothing can exceed the business-like regularity 
with which these irregular transactions are conducted. 

No. 14. 

Deliberations of the Central Committee. The Central 
Committee, on the 11/23 December, 1872, passed a very impor- 
tant resolution. 

' The Slavic Committees established in Russia and their 

* branches abroad have been founded with the view of protecting 

* Slavic interests and of facilitating our brethren in the 

* accomplishment of their duties towards the entire race. Con- 
^ sidering that those of our brethren who emigrate from their 
' native countries in order to settle in Rassia, instead of serving 

* the interests of Slavism, do but serve those of Germanism and 

* Magyarism in Austria, and of Islamism and Hellenism in 
' Tarkey, the Central Committee, in accord with . the political 
•* section, decrees : 

'1. That all the Committees in Russia, as also the Sab- 

* Committees and Agencies abroad be enjoined to cease from the 
' 1st January, 1873, giving aid and assistance to the Slavs in 

* Austria and in Turkey who may wish to come into Russia in 
' order to settle there. 

*2. That the Committees, Sub- Committees and Agencies 
^be enjoined to announce to our brethren by race that the 
^ Slavic countries under the foreign yoke, having need of the 

* co-operation of all their children to struggle against the tra- 

* ditional enemies of the Slavic cause, those who should quit 

* th6ir native country would lose the right to relief from the 
^Russian Committees. 

* 3. That otily those persons who may be compromised 

* towards the political authorities of their countries will have 
'the right to apply to the Slavic Committees for the means to 

* enable them to pass into Russia. 

*4. That all the sums hitherto set apart to facilitate the 

* immigration of Slavs into Russia will be divided among tbo 
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* aub-oommittees and ageaoies abroad, in order to be distributed 
*• among those of oar brethren who will render most service to 
' the Slavic canse.' 

(Translated from Bossian.) 

Without these resolutions of the Central Committee we 
might possibly have witnessed a general depopulation of the 
Slavic provinces of Turkey and Austria, and thus the Slavic 
question in the East will have ceased to exist. 

No. 42. 

Cyphered dispatch from Mr. . . ., Secretary to the 
Committee at Moscow, to the Committee at Vienna, dated 
Moscow, 26 December, 1872 (o.s.). 

' The Moscow Committee having decided, at its secret sitting 
' of the 24 December (5 January), to stimulate the ecclesiastical 

* propaganda in Bosnia and Herzegovitia^ tlie sum of 2,500 roubles 

* has been allotted to that object. In communicating this decision to 
^ the Committee at Vienna, — I have to add that- our president 

* requests you to transmit the above sum to Mostar and Seraievo 
' immediately, and to rf quire the Imperial Consul residing at those 
^ places to furnish you with minute details of the manner in which 
^ this project of our Committee is carried out.' 

(Translated from Eussian.) 

Here then we have the secret committees of Panslavisiu 
•*' requiring " the " Imperial Consuls *' to give them a minute account 
of the employment of their time and of the funds entrusted to them 
for the purpose of promoting religious dissensions. 

Xo. 43. 

Cyphered dispatch from the Central Committee to the 
-Committee at Vienna, dated St. Petersburg, 27 December, 1872 

(o.s.). 

*The Vienna Committee is requested to inform the chief 

* agency at Belgrade that, owing to the Turkish government having 

* sent a commission oi enquiry to Bulgaria, it will be prudent to 

* suspend for a while the despatch of emissaries into the districts of 
' Routschouk and Viddin. All that the chief agency at Belgrade can 

* do just now will be to keep up active relations with Toultcha and 
' Dobrudja. The opportunity of exercising this activity is the more 
^favourable since the lurkish authonties no longer ray any attention 

< to what is going on at Toultcha, We have taken advantage, of 

< this by sending the Staff-Captain A ... P ... to those parts. 
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^ Be SO good as to write to Scutari that the Imperial Govern^ 
'ment is ready to admit to the Military schools two Albanian 
'children, who will have to proceed to Kiew provided with 
' Montenegrin passports.* 

(Translated from Eussian.) 

The "-Staflf-Captain A ... P ... " will no doubt feel obliged 
to us for confining ourselves to the initials of his name. ]N*ot but 
•that it is sometimes an honour for an officer to have introduced him- 
self secretly into a fortified place in time of war, and for purposes of 
war. In such cases the danger incurred excuses the nature of the 
act eommitted ; craft then is devotion, and devotion is courage. 
But m times of peace, and at the bidding of a secret society, an 
occupation of this sort is one from which the epaulettes of an officer 
can hardly come out clean. 

1^0. 44. 

Cyphered dispatch from Mr. . . . member of the Central 
Committee to the Committee at Vienna, dated St. Petersburg, 31 
January, (12 February) 1873. 

*By order of His ffighness Monseigneur * * the Vienna 

* Committee is enjoined to send immediately one of its members to 

* Kragujevatz to preside over the meeting of the chief clubs of the 

* National Initiative. This delegate wiU be careful to direct the 

* action of the clubs towards the end which we pointed out in our 

* telegram dated the 18/30 October, 1872. He must consequently 

* require of the " Mlada Srbadia '* that the *arms which they may 
' have received from the Servian Government as well as those from 
' our agency, be dispatched without loss of time toioards the Turkish 
^frontier. 

* Our diplomatic agency at Belgrade will receive the necessary 

* instructions for facilitating the accomplishment of the mission of 
' your delegate, and placing at his disposal the sums of money of 
' which he may have need. 

* After terminating his task at Kragujevatz your delegate will 

* have to proceed to Bucharest in order to arrange with the chiefs of 

* the Bulgarian Committee as to the basis upon the new national 

* clubs are to be established in the towns and Iwge villafies on the right 
' hank of the Danube,^ 

' N,B, — It is D. . . ., member of the Committee at Vienna and 
'sub-chief of the Agency at Pesth, who has been entrusted with 

* this mission. He leaves Pesth on the 5/17 February.' 

(Translated from Eussian.) 

The plot thickens with the opening of a new year. '* National 
clubs "-^in other words, sub-committees of insurrection— are being 
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organised in Bulgaria. The "Mlaba Srbadia," a young Servian 
society is roundly ordered to despatclitlie arms which it has received 
from the Servian Government, as well as those contributed from 
Bussia, to the Turkish frontier. We learn at the same time that a 
Panslavic agency exists at the capital of Hungary ; and it is from 
that focus of Slavophohism that the delegate charged with the 
accomplishment of the above objects has been despatched. 

No. 45. 

Cyphered dispatch from the Agency at Belgrade to the Com- 
mittee at Yienna, dated 6/18 February, 1873. 

* The arms which the august members of the Imperial Family 
' were pleased to send into Servia, have already reached Belgrad 

' Thanks to the zeal and clever management of Mr. O the 

* conveyance of these was effected with the greatest promptitude, 

* and without awakening the slightest s uspicion on the part of 
' the riverain authorities. 

* Monsieur Bistich informed us yesterday that it has been 
' decided to send new emissaries to Prisrend and as far as Okhrida 
' to give an impetus to the ecclesiastical movement, which has 

* slackened there owing to the late intrigues of the Phanar. It 

* would be desirable for Y . . , and H . . .to advise Prince 
^ Nich')las to despatch thither, on his part, some agents to work 
' at the realisation of this Slavic object.' 

(Translated from Bussian.) 

For the " august members *' of an " Imperial family " to send 
in a time of profound peace, '' arms " which have to be conveyed 
'< without awakening the slightest suspicion on the part of th& 
riverain authorities," is a very clever proceeding, perhaps, but 
certainly far from being a correct one. 

No. 46 

Cyphered dispatch from Mr. . . ., member of the Central 
Committee to the Committee at Yienna, dated St. Petersburg^ 
10/22 February, 1873. 

' Send immediately to H . . . 15,000 florins for the 

* Belopavlitchy ammunition, Opnich's contract. The President 
' of the Committee approves the request of the Christians of 
' Popovo and Trebign6 ; do you then arrange with the Embassy 

* and "X ... .to furnish promptly to the population the arms- 

* and ammunition which it needs. 

* N,B. — Mr. H ... is Consul at Trieste, where is also 

* a firm of Opnich, which has contracted to supply ammunition. 
' to the Montenegrin tribe, Belopavlitchy.' 

(Translated from Bussian.) 

E 
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No. 47. 

CSyphereddiBpatolifiromMr. . . ., Delegate of the Yienna 
Committee to the Committee at Yiemia^ dated Kragajeyatz, 15/27 
February, 1873. 

< The ohiefs of the National Initiatiye Clubs, whom I 
' assembled this morning, have informed me that their agents are 
' alr&ady installed in the prinoipal sports in Old Servia. The 
' aooounts which they receive pretty regularly from them are very 

* encouraging, with the exception of those from the Southern. 
' parts of the province. 

' After having explained to these gentleman the views of the 

< Committee and the instructions which you have desired me to 
' communicate to them, they placed themselves entirely at my 
' disposal. Two of these gentlemen (Y . . . B , . . and 
'M . . . D . . .} being likewise members of the ''Mlada 

* Brbadia,'* they assured me that their Society is ready to forward 
' towards the Turkish frontier the arms which it received some 

< time ago. 

' The Servian Government, whilst a£fecting ignorance of 
' what is going on at Kragujevatz, is none the less very well 
' disposed towards the Initiative Clubs. Four days ago Lieut. - 

* Colonal Leschjanin (a secret member of the ''Mlada Srbadia") 
' conveyed to our friends 1,000 ducats from the Prince. 

* I start the day after to-morrow for Bucharest, whence I will 
' write to you on arrival. 

' Names of the agents whom the Servian Committee of 

* National Initiative has lately sent into Old Servia : — 



♦1. s . 


. . B 


< 2. M . . 


. V 


'3. T . . 


, . M 


' 4. y . . 


, . a 


•6. N . 


. . T 


'6. B . 


. . 



(Translated from Bu6sian.)r 

Instead of limiting ourselves to their initials, we ought 
perhaps to have given at full length the names of these six agents ; 
but our object is not to inflict the stigma of publicity upon persons ; 
it is the higher and more comprehensive one of bringing to Jight, in 
the public interests of Europe, the vast conspiracy which has led 
to the present state of affairs in the north-west provinces of 
Turkey, and which now threatens the repose of the whole civilised 
world. Here is a wide spreading net work of secret societies, 
richly endowed and powerfully supported, which covers a largo 
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part of two European Empires, and through whose means Russia, 
%setiuig the match to the well-laid train, can produee an explosion 
at las^ point «nd at any moment which may suit her selfish and 
ombitiMB pvposes. 



vn. 

In the preceding pages we have been enabled to study th6 
aspect of conspirators of low degree, the method of diplomatic 
agents of ifiiddle rank, and the style of ambassadors and other 
excellencies. Let us us now observe the tone of highnesse& 

Ko. 48. 

SieittefB from His Highness Monsigneur « « * ^ to His 
Imperial H^hness Monse^eur *, dated Cettign^, 10/22 December, 
!W2. 

'The sentiments of high benevolence and of Hvely interest 
'winch your Imperial Hi^ness imceasingly evinces towards my 
"^ valiant but imfortunate people, encourage me to address your 

* Imperial Higness and to expose to you truthfolly the sad 

* position in which we find oursdves, and the almost superhuman 
'effortB to which my government is obliged to have x^coufse, in 

* order not to be taken at imawaies. 

* By the two letters which I have ventured to address your 
^ Imperkd Highness in the months of September and October, your 
''Imperial HighnesB will have seen what the affair of -Kokfildn 

* and the abandonment of which we have found ourselves have 

* cost us, thanks to the exigencies of a policy opposed to any Slavic 
^ movement. Since the day when the valiant defenders of the last 
^ asykun of the liberties of the South Slavs thought it their duty 
^ to throw themselves against the barbarian enemies of our religion, 

* we find ourselves hemmed in with a girdle of iron, which is ever 
^pressing more closely upon us and will unfortunately end by 
^ provoking conflicts far more sanguinary than that of Eolashm. 

•The reports of M. J . . . having duly apprised the 

* Impmal Ministry of all the tntngtces and machinations of the 

* Turkish aMthoriiies in Albania, I deem it useless to revert to that 

* subject, and shall confine myself to adding this much, that thanks 
^ to the resources both in money and in arms which are at the 

* disposal of my neighbours e^ Scutari, my allies of yesterday for 

* the most part now hold aloof from us ; we shall in 9JI probability 
*end by loosing the rest, unless the Imperial Government comes to 
^ our assistance at tiiis critical moment. 

* In order to counteract the mines and ambushes which have 
''been prepared for us towaids Albania, I have sent numerous 
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agents into tlie frontier diBtricts. My emissaries have even. 
succeeded in reaching the most distant points of Albania and in 
obtaining some successes there. But your Imperial Highneas will 
easily understand that those successes by no means guarantee the 
future to us, owing to the paucity of our means and the numerous 
detachments of troops which hold the shores of the lake of 
Scutari. 

* What consoles us a little in the sad position in whicli mre 
find ourselves is the development which the establishment at 
Tchemaevitz-Eetclika is taking every day. Thanks to the zeal of 
Messieurs S . . . and B . . .we have already collected 
12,000 Erenk muskets, 4,500 Berdous, 6,800 American pistols, 
7,000 dragoon sabres, and 3 mountain batteries. When we shaU 
have received the mitrailleuses and mortars^ together with the 
25,000 American carbines and the cartouches and munitions of 
war which the Imperial Government have promised itf, we shaU he 
in a position to begin the struggle. In the meanwhile I get some 
hundreds of young men from &e interior and from the firontier 
provinces to come every month to Eetchka and to N^psh and be 
there exercised in the use of European arms. Thanks to this 
system, which is adapted to the manners of the counixy, vre 
shall be in a position to throw out in case of need mors thiSH 



30,000 men perfectly driUed and burning with the desire to fight 
the common enemy. 

'The only thing which troubles u& is the armaments and 
fortifications of the Turks, which we are prevented from putting a 
stop to. It is upon this very point that I take the liberty to draw 
the attention of your Lnpenal Highness. 

* The counsels which we receive from the Imperial Qovem- 
ment would be very useful for the development of my country, 
if only the Turks wwdd keep quiet. Unhappily, such is not the 
ease. Whilst we are obliged to remain with our arms crossed 
our neighbours are fortifying themselves and taking the necessary 
measures to cut us off from all access to the interior of Albania and 
Herzegovina. If this state of things endures for another ten 
months or so we shall find ourselves in the absolute impossibLLity 
of undertaking anything serious against the Turks, whereas tli^ 
latter will be able to penetrate with ease into our territory and 
to repeat there the slaughter of the last campaign. 

*In subnuttiug these considerations to Uie high appreciation 
of your Imperial Highness, I venture to solicit your intercession 
in our fiftvonr with the Imperial Government. My people* 
Honseignenr, rests its whole hope on the magnanimous 
heart of the Great Emperor of Eussioj the AU Powerful Father 
and protector of the Slavic fieonily. Your Imperial ffig^ess, 
who have so often manifested your benevolent soUcitnde towards 
my people, will, I venture to hope, deign to crown your benefits 
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•* by obtaining for us in the first place a new supply of arms and 

* fnunitUm of uar^ and next, authorisation to march against the 

* enemy of our holy religion and of the Slavic race. It is in this 
' hope that I have the honour to be," &c. 

This letter is, beyond dispute, a masterpiece of its kind. 
Whilst craft contends with humility, ambition here stands con- 
fessed in all its naked simplicity. The writer is making, he says, 
''* almost superhuman efforts ; " but when he explains that he is 
-** obliged *' to do so '' in order not to be taken at unawares,*' we 
are irresistibly reminded of the case of '*The Wolf and the 
Liamb," and the moral of that fable suggests itself more and more 
forcibly as we read on. His Highness complains of the *' in- 
trigues and machinations of the Turkish authorities in Albania** 
whose effect is to *' cut us off from all access to the interior of 
Albania and Herzegovina,*' and of the " mines and ambushes ** 
prepared against them in that quarter : and, in the same breath, 
reports that he is inundating that country with his emissaries, 
and not without success. The cool and apparently unconscious 
cynicism of the complaint and the avowal really takes away one*s 
breath. But this is not all. After having complacently detailed 
the formidable war material which he has amassed in his arsenal 
of Tchernoevitz-Betchka ; after recapitulating, in a sort of lolring 
spirit, the ''muskets** the ''pistols** the "sabres,** and the 
"mountain batteries," already in store; after computing, in a 
tone of desire, the "mitrailleuses,** the "mortars,*' the "car- 
bines'* the "cartouches,** and the "other munitions of war," 
which are to be added to the stock, for the " Imperial Qovem- 
ment" — not, however, the Imperial Government of his suzerain 
— ^has " promised " them to him ; after explaining that he 
entices the young men of the " frontier provinces ' into his 
Principality to be there drilled with a view to taking a part in 
the attack which i^he is meditating against the Turks ; after all 
these candid statements, the Prince dolefully sets forth the 
defensive measures so maliciously and provokingly taken by the 
Porte, and which threaten to mar the success of his little plans 
and preparations; he is "troubled" by the " armaments and 
fortifications of the Turks," and expresses a proper sense of 
injury at heing prevented from putting a stop to them ! " 

But it is necessary to repress the sense of the ridiculous 
which is provoked by this staggering logic, for we must not 
forget that the subject is a serious one. Let us then, in all 
seriousness address His Highness some remarks. 

You, Prince, have acquired a certain title to respect ; for if 
the policy you have adopted has been a false one, you have at 
least given proofs, it is said, of true bravery. And something 
tells us that your enenies of to-day will perhaps be your best 
friends to-morrow. Let us then say it, Prince, with the sincere 
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deference which is due to your high rank, ^* the enemy of your 
holy religion^" is not the Tork, who has always left yon free — 
yon and yonrs—^to practise it in your own way ; it is he who h»s 
sown in your Oharch the seeds of discord, as a oonseqnenoe of 
which yon have had for ministers of religion ministera to 
ambitions projects, whose first intended victim is perhaps yonr- 
self. Let yonr Highness helieye this. The enemy of the xace 
to which yon belong is not the Turk, who is now inangnratiB^ 
an era of liberty, in order to make it forgotten that there was 
once an era of conqnest; no, yonr enemy, Prince, the enemy of 
your race, is he who only styles himself *'the all-powertul 
father and protector of the SlaTic i^mily " in order one day to 
subject, eoslave and annihilate its remaining members, as he has 
been endeavouring for the last century to do with the noble raoe 
of the Jagellons, among whom he came in like manner as a 
protector and a father. Seek, Prince, in the past the key to the 
secrets of the future. lb is time to do so. 

We have said that the conspiracy did not confine its field of 
operations to the European provinces of Turkey alone ; that it 
likewise extended to those of Asia and Africa. We should fear 
to tire the attention of the reader by engrafting on the Slavic 
question others which will find a place elsewhere. We shall, 
uieref ore, confine ourselves to the reproduction of the following 
document :~ - 

Confidential letteir from Mr X ^to His Highness 

Monseigneur ***** dated Pera, Constantinople, 18/30 
May, 1871. 

* I hasten to thank Your Highness for the letter with which 
you have been pleased to honour me, dated Cairo, the 8th 
instant. 

' I believe I ought at the same time to inform yon, 
Monseigneur, that the Imperial Consul General in Egypt has 
given me an account of the interview with which Your 
Highness has honoured him. 

" I am very sorry that Your Highness should have 
attributed to the news which I conveyed to you by my letter 
of the 16th April, quite a different meaning to that which I 
had in view. If Your Highness will.be pleased to call to mind 
what I said when I communicated the information in question, 
you will find that I congratulated Your Highness on the 
favourable turn which affairs in the East are beginning to take. 
I remarked that Europe was so exhausted by the last war, 
and the public mind so desirous of peace that the first who 
might wish to disturb it would at once be placed under the ban 
of European Society. What then could be more fortunate for 
Your Highness, than if Turkey, spurred on from all sides were 
madly to throw herself against Egypt, without a legitimate 
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* and veal cause ? The OoYemment of jonr Highness would only 
' have to defend itself for some days, protesting at the same time 
'against the spirit of Ottoman conquest, and intervention 
< would make head against all obstacles and be called for even 

* by those who persist in representing us as the missionaries of 
' leyolution in the East. 

* Whilst reminding you, Monseigneur, of these considera* 

* tions I will permit myself to explain yet more clearly the way 
'of thinking of the Imperial Government. For the success of 

* our projects it is urgent that Egypt should yet remain quiet. 
' Arm yourself, make all the preparations necessary for a long 
' war, enter into offensive and defensive treaties with Greece, 
' Servia, and Boumania (in which we will undoubtedly assist 
' you), and continue to dispute inch by inch the pretensions of 
'the Suzerain Court. Let the Egyptian Government show 

* itself dignified and inflexible in its relations with the Porte 
' and it can make sure of being victorious. The more firm and 
'intractable they find ^ou the more the irritation of the 
' Sultan's Ministers will increase, and it will end in an 
' explosion. It is then that Egypt will know and appreciate 
' Bussian friendship, so very different from the French protec- 
' tion, which, after urging the illustrious grandfather of Your 

* Highness to war, was content to lend her a platonic support, 
' and to abandon her to Ottoman vengeance. 

' I have the honour to be,' &c. 

It is necessary to state that the letter of 8th May, to which 
tlie above is a reply, expressed lively apprehensions with regard to 
the " coercive measures " which the " Ministry of Aali Pasha " 
seemed disposed to have recourse to. Mr. X. . , ., as will be 
seen, reassures his illustrious correspondent as to the consequences 
which those measures might entail. "Arm yourself,'* he says, 
" make all the preparations necessary for a long war, enter into 
offensive and defensive treaties with Greece, Servia, and Eoumania." 
When an " explosion " has been brought about, then you will know 
the value of Eussian '* friendship." Coercive measures, then, far 
from offering any motive for fear, were, on the contrary, to be 
courted. That is to say, it was necessary to bring about the 
** explosion/' even though the credulous person who might trust to 
these fine promises were the first whom it would send flying. 
HappUy for himself, he to whom these insiduous counsels were 
addressed had the wisdom to step back from the precipice down 
which he was being decoyed. 

VIII. 

We shall go no further. The above document will be the 
last of the serier. It has a real value, not only because it shows 
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that the conBpiracj reached the farthest limits of the Empire, 
bat also as giving an idea of the sedactive methods employed bj 
the wily Mr. X. . . . "(Jet yoarself thrashed," so that 
''we may have an opportanity of coming to joar aid, and thus 
enabling yon to enjoy the advantage of our friendahvp^ 
Although this pitiful logic failed to deceive the Prince to whom. 
it was addressed, another Highness was less wise, and unhappy 
Servia knows what has been the consequence. So do likewise 
the thousands of ignorant peasants whom it is more easy to 
excuse for having been dazzled by the prospective of felicity 
opened up to them through the friendship of the " all-powerful 
protector and father of the Slavic family. ' 

IX. 

Conclusion. 

We had promised to strike the balance of besponsibilities. 
Our end is now obtained. A perusal of the documents which, 
fill this little work can leave no room for further doubt : the 
Eastern crisis is the result of a Foreign Conspiracy. 

There is no limit to the effrontery of the Conspirator, 
Having provoked the revolt, he now raises pbstacles against the 
work of pacification. He requires that the execution of the 
reforms shall be guaranteed. Guaranteed by whom ? By him- 
self ! Let us see how he performs his own promises ; then alone 
may^we judge how far he may be trusted to guarantee the 
promises of others. 

At the time of the Congress at Paris^ Europe, moved at the 
sufferings of Poland, wished to raise the question of that un- 
happy country. Count Orloff, the Russian Plenipotentiary, 
intimated that the Emperor Alexander desired to inaugurate his 
reign by measures of liberation which should embrace in their 
scope all his Majesty's subjects without distinction ; and that, 
under these circumstances, it would be painf al to his Majesty 
were the merit of the initiative to be snatched from him. The 
Congress was therefore begged not to bring forward the Polish 
question. 

The request was acceeded to ; not, however, until a solemn 
promise had been obtained from the Russian Plenipotentiary as 
to certain liberal measures, and especially on the three following 
heads : — 

A general amnesty. 

The re^establishment of the Polish language. 

Liberty of conscience. 

The amnesty was, in effect, proclaimed on the 15/27 May, 
1856. No longer afterwards than tho month of iTune following, 
an Ukase decreed the confiscation of tho property of three 
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• 

Poles, /or having served in the revolutionary army of Hungary (in 
1848.) 

The re-establishm^nt of the Polish language met with no better 
fate, witness the incident at Kamienac, where the Emperor 
Alexander refused to receive a petition on this subject, with thq 
remark that 'he was Emperor of Biissia; that he was oa 
' Kassian soil ; that those who had addressed him were aU 
' Russians ; and that he would have nothing to do with Poland, 
* and the Poles/* 

As regards liberty of conscience, in order to have an idea of 
the manner in which, it has been respected it will be sufficient to 
read the following document, which is dated seven years after 
the Congress at Paris. 

Circular addressed by the military commandant of the 
district of Wilkomir to the Chief of the Police, Major 
Schlykoff. 

* In consequence of the murders and robberies which are 
constantly recurring, I have resolved to publish in the distriot 
the following : — 

* I attribute all these disorders to the proved propermty of 
the Catholic clergy for brigandage and rebellion, a propensiiy 
common to the whole of that body, from the Holy Fa^ker Pius IXt 
and his Cardinals at Rome down to the pastor who officiates in 
the poorest church in Lithuania. I therefore decree : 

' 1. That when brigands approach a village the priefits shall 
be reminded of their duty, which is that of going towards them 
with the Cross and the Testament, and not with bread and salt* 
as they have done hitherto. They must use persuasive means, 
and employ all their eloquence to dissnade those wretches 
from committing crimes. The rebels, finally ^ shall not be per* 
mitted to enter a given village without passing over the body of its 
priests, 

' If they do that, I shall hasten to report their exploits to 
the Bishop of Wilna and to Pope Pius IX. at Borne, in order 
that these Martyr-priests may not wait too long for their canomsa* 
tion, 

* The priests who may not have obeyed these instructions 
to the letter, shall by my order be placed under arrest and 
taken before the court martial, where the minutes shall be 
drawn up in twenty-four hours ; and they shall be adjudged as 
having taken an active part in the insurrection. 

' 2. That the priests shall be held responsible for all the 
murders committed in their respective parishes. They shall 
answer with their heads and their property ior every crime already 
committed or which may yet be committed. 

* 1 have requested' the Ifuidad gentry to co-dpe¥ftt0 in flnr 

•L'Sgliss OatheUgus em Polo^ntfiby P» Lesconr.— Tome L, p. 266. 
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pacification of the ooantry by making concession to their 
peasants and by adopting in their relations towards these a 
specially benevolent and kindly manner. 

' For this reason, I have decreed : 

' 1. That I will immediately place the domains of such land- 
owners aa may oppress the peasantry with unwarranted 
exactions under military administration. In other words, I 
will send garrisons to undertake the stewardship of their estates a 
little, 

' I will without delay sequester the property of such land- 
owners as I may judge to be decidedly unfit to administer their 
fortunes. I will employ their revenues in pacifying the country 
and stamping out the rebellion. 

'Colonel Molleb.' 
* 29/17 August, 1863.' (*) 

We might well, perhaps, leave the reader under the im- 
pression of the disgust which cannot fail to be excited by the 
above document, where ferocity is mingled with a flippant 
cynicism. But at labt duty remains to be fulfllled. 

The foregoing pages contain, as we have said, a lesson. Let 
them likewise serve as a warning. Russia foiled in her plans at 
the Constantinople Conference, may try to transfer her action 
into another field. She ma y Atteaa^pt once more to drajy Eurppe. 
into a pommon understanding. Now7 The ^revelations which fill 
this volume cannot allow Europe to deceive herself any longer. 
An UNDXBSTAKDINQ with Bussia henceforward can mean but one 
thing and be called but by one name : — gomplicitt. 



Thb End. 
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